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red rag is an open forum for news and
views in Reading and the area;free
fortnightly since September 1979....
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Well, once again the Rag is somewhat
tiny because it's skint.We have £1.99
in the bank at the moment, a large bill
for printing , and this issue cost
over £40 to put together.So if you
can spare a few pennies, the Rag would
be pleased to meet them.ONE PENNY A
WEEK from everjone who reads Reading's
Only Newspaper would be enough to
cover all the Rag's production costs.
When was the last time you gave a
penny for the Rag??? 4
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NEXT ISSUE:CO-ORDINATOR-WHO KNOWS??
PHONE 868488 TO FIND OUT LATER:EVENTS .
PAUL 481081 BUT HE WOULD LIKE A BREAK
(SEE INSIDE)AND DON'T FORGET THE DIY
DIARY IN THE BOX AT ACORN:GOING OUT
MARK 868488:COPY TYPED TO 8 CM SINGLE
SPACED PLEASE:DEADLINE 6PMTHURS 12
JUNE 1986:RED RAG,BOX 79, 17 CHATHAM ST
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ONCE UPON A
‘GAY PLAGUE

‘Once upon a time there lived
in Reading‘a man called Peter.
Peter was an intravenous drug
user and had been for many
years. Sharing his works with
other people was not uncommon,
especially .with Julie, with

whom he shared a flat. Peter
also had sex with men. He

didn't regard himself as gay
because although he’'d been
fucked by men on a couple of
occassions, he prefered women,

. especially Julie, He bhad sex

with Julie quite often. 1In
fact, come to think of it
‘Peter hadn't had a man in four
years, not since that Yank in
London back in 1982. No, Peter
was straight, being queer was
just a phase, although he did
get the odd twinge now and
again. Julie also bhad a
friend. His name was Ken and
Ken was married. Julie fucked
with Ken (sometimes) and Ken
screwed his wife.

@ ARG @
None of this i1s particually
astounding and none- of these
people could be regarded as
particually promiscous. True,
none of them had one partner,
but none of them played around
very much. In relation to the
timescale of the story they
had all known each other for

about. three to four years and
have had various partners as

BOOK FORTNIGHT e "t ito bor

During the fortnight 7-21 June there will
be events 'all over the country, centred
around books by and about women.

In Reading, Aadxn Bookshop are celebrating
women's writing by hosting two events,
both held at the Centre for the Unemployed
4-6 esat Street, at 7.30pm.

The first perfomance, 6n Sunday 8th June,
features SUMITI NAMJOSHI, writer of the
wonderful "Conversations of a Cow", who
will be talking alongsideGILLIAN HANSCOMBE
who is probably best known for her novel
"Between Friends".

This is followed on Saturday l4th June
by ANNA LIVIA, who reads from "Incidents
Involving Warmth", a collection of les-
bian/feminist short stories.Anna's other
work includes "Accomodation Offered" and
the trmendously funny"Relatively Norma".

liss these events at your perilll -
Tickets (50p unwaged/£l waged) soon to
be available from Acorn Bookshop, 17
Chatham Street Reading..cccscecccccsccs
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particually unusual story so
far. Pretty boring even.

However, back in 1982, Peter’s
American trick gave him more
than Jjust an aching spincter

-muscle one morning. He gave

him a virus which, at that

time, had not even been
discovered. Ve call it HTLV3 -
the French call it LAV. It
doesn't . matter. Vhat's
importdnt is that it is the
virus which causes AIDS and
Peter's got it now. Peter's
passed 1t to Julie <(and
probably anyone else he's
shared a needle with) and
Julie’'s passed it to Ken,
who's passed it to his wife.
Ken's wife is pregnant. Some
others may also have received
the virus.

8 VNN

~ through

Now the point of this story is
-this - none of it is true, but
it could be. The real pisser
.1s that, with the exception of
Peter and Julie, none of the
‘others would have thought for
a moment that they could
possibly be at risk from the
'gay plague'. In fact, if you
change the story and say that
Peter kicked the habit in 1983
and so did.Julie, not one of
them would think that they had
anything to fear. Especially
Ken's wife. .

BEvery story. has a moral, and
this one is no different. If
the media of this country had
stopped. puking up  horror
stories about the 'gay plague’
several years ago when AIDS
first became 'news’ then none
of this need have happened.. If
they, and the government, had
concentrated on good solid’
health education at the very
outset instead of wondering
which male film star was
dicking which other male film
star, these people may have
behaved differently. 0f
course, that’'s not certain -
all of them smoke at least 20
Benson and Hedges a day, .but
at least they're  only killing
themselves.

V%7022, 94 4

Ve've known for several years
that some forms of gay sex

‘carry a high risk of

transmitting the AIDS virus.
That news may have been too
late for Peter, who knows?
Ve've also known that IV drug
users who share needles are
also at risk, because of blood
to blood contact. We've also
known for many years that the
virus. can be transmitted by
men to women and vice versa
s sexual intercourse.’
Yet no one told our friends.
For all they know, it's a
problem restricted to the
queers vwho ,share the house
down the road. Vell it’'s not
and 1it's about time someone
told Peter, Julie, Ken and
Ken's wife. :

GANNAPNNAS &



RED RAGLET 2 &/

ONCE UPON A
GAY PLAGUE

Al} of this sound far fetched?
Well try telling that to the.
30% + of IV drug users imn
eRdinburgh who mnow have the
virus.

It is currently estimated that
oné in ten of those infected
by the virus will develop AIDS
and die. In addition a further
proportion will develop
related conditions caused by
the virus, but not classisfied
as full blown AIDS. However,
these associated conditions
can be just as painful and
uncomfortable as anything you
have experienced before in the
way of a sexually transmitted
disease. Just imagine having a
thrush infection from your
mouth down to your stomach and
you’ll see what I mean. ’

Anyway, if it's only a ome in
ten chance, our friends may be
OK. The sad thing is that out
of all of them, Ken's wife has
the highest chance of
developing full blown AIDS
because through her pregnancy

her immune system will becaome
depressed  anyway. If she,
survives, there is a very high
possibility +that the child
will have the virus too and
may also die.

It's a pity no one told them.

Jim Hoggart :
Reading Area AIDS Support
Group

¢ PAAAN ¢

BENEFIT REPORT

MAY 10TH BENEFIT GIG-REQUIEM REPORT :

Many belated thanks for all who help
-ed/played/turned up at the Robert
Calvert/Krankschaft,Military Surplus,
Escapists gig. The night was a succ-
ess in temrs of:raising funds for
a holiday for profoundly mentally
and physically handicapped adults,
(who had a good weeks holiday in
Devon 11-16 May), fun and some great
sounds too.Cheers to the Conspiracy

for some ace co-operation.Keep 'em

coming!

Paul.
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INTO VIDEO ®+ pIisco 7 JUNE

As INTO VIDEO moves into June the
video workshops are still open;
Reading centre for the Unemployed,
Mons 11-12.30, Weds (womens w/shop)
10-1..
On Sat 7 & Sun 8 also at RCU there
will be a day of workshops and
scxeenings to investigate how we
_are represented in video & on T.V.
What forms sexism and racism take
and misrepresentation will be just
. some of the areas investigated.

For younger people theres a chance to
make a pop promo on sat 14 june at
Reading activities centre, Bulmershe
rd. On Sun 15 also at RAC theres a
Girls workshop; both run from 10-4.

INDEPENDENT VIDEO SCREENINGS
Screenings of videos from around
the country are held on Mons starting
at 7.30pm; Reading centre for the
Unemployed.

2 june.....PERSONAL FREEDOM

DEFEND MOLESWORTH; FEB 6; two tapes
made by Jerky video in Nottingham
about theopposition to Nuclear
weapons at USAF molesworth. (FEB 6)
has only just been completed.

THE SHADOW PROJECT anti nuke protest
& arrest in Broad st.

MIGHTSHIFT video about gay switch-
board. R4 :

9 june.....BLACK EXPIERIENCE

WHO KILLED ®OLIN ROACH ' ;the after
—math and reactions following the

. death of Colin Roach.

NAPPY HEADED PEOPLE

16 june.......WOHEN

TAKING LIBERTILS

CARRY GREENHAM HOME

MY BODIES MY OWN

\ 4

Dear Red Rag,

There's a.game going
on with the public noticeboards at
the moment, and it affects some of
the current posters and notices.See
what happens when we put up a curr-
ent poster for a gig,maybe a benefit
like the one on 9th June...Someone
else (who has lots of money??),such
as the Majestic or the Council come
along and either rip off these curr-
ent henefit posters or cover .them
up with their own posters.Next step
we rip up their posters... ,

Good game innit?Majestic and Coun-
cil Cleaner Reading Campaign please
note-if you can read ...

(pissed off) Paste Pot Pete.
2N

READING'S GAY

a disco for gay men and lesbians
. is held at the Centre for the Unem-

ployed, every second Saturday of the
month. ..EXCEPT for June, when it will
be on the FIRST SATURDAY, (7 June,
from about 9pm-2am).
Reading's Gay Collective, Box 150,
Acorn Bookshop, 17 Chatham St.

ICE CREAM

I;‘(:)];t (:: (] ];{ @ (:) (&) ‘ﬁ!_‘

PRACTICAL CONSERVATION WITH C.R.O.W.

A new midweek group has been formed
to carry out practical cénservation
tasks on alternate Wednesdays, in &
around the Reading area.

The name "CROW" stands simply for

."Conserve Reading On Wednesdays".

We have tools, transport and lots of
important sites to work on and
protect.The tasks will vary accord-
ing to the time of year, and will
include footpath work, pond work,
tree and wild flower planting, fenc-
ing coppicing and so on.

The group has been in existence for
10 weeks now, having successfully '~
completed 5 tasks.An average of 8
volunteers have turned up on each
occasion, but we still need more.
Anyone, between the ages of 16 and
70, is welcome and you don't need
bulging muscles or past experience
at this kind of work. -

To cater for those of you who can
only come for half a day, we shall
be picking up. volunteers from out-
side Reading Station at both 1l0am
and 1.30 pm(dropping them off again
at about 1.15 and 5.15pm)

We'd like you, of course to stay all
day if you can!

For more details contact:

Malcolm 427107
Steve 424527

THE MINISTRY OF
SOCIAL  CONTROL

The TUC has connived at a national
disaster-the transformation of the
Manpower Services Commission (MSC),
once a far sighted planning team
meant to align the labour market to
the real needs of the people and the
nation,into a pliant pusillanimous
tool of Thatcherism.

Its covert aims are to smash app¥
renticeship; to push down wag es;to’
substitute ill-paid trainees for
permanent employees;tokeep women,
black and Asian people out of power-
ful or well paid jobs;to chain
education to the demands of company
chiefs;and to teachus to accept de
skilling and the dole queues as
part of the landscape.

P
Lord Young, the MSC boss, announced

‘his dedication to caring Controlin

the budget.He has given the Job
Centres the power to seek out and
approach the "long term unemployed"
with a "don't call us, we'll call
you" and an offer of one of 8 ways to
find work.And only one of the 8
represents a ticket to employment,
the others foster careful channelling

labelling and penning.
- I

One option is the Restart programme

-a "revoluionary Approach" (quote

Lord Young, who adds;)"I hope it

will mean that more jobs at the lower
end of the wages scale will be filled-
by long term unemployed people".
Basically it represents the acceptance
of shit in exchange for work.

For those who get less than £80

a week, a £20 a week "JOBSTART" all-
owance is available, for 6 months.And
if you'rel8 or 19 and working for less
than £55 a week,you're only entitled

to £15/week Jobstart for the six months
...in effect, part of a disguised 3
year YTS scheme.

Needless to say,we can herald the &
expansion of Community Programme &
Enterprise Allowance schemes as well,
to give weighty assurance that poverty
is relieved through acceptance and
certainly not prevented.

Mone of this comes through the MSC's
seductive publicity of course.After all
it was the TUC who helped create the
Manpower Services Commission in the
first place, (as an entirely different
animal), before being led step by step
down the path of collaboration.Sub-
stitute theprotection of workers for
their control.

XJeoo
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