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CITIZEN CAIN

Reading Inc.

Sometime last year a Labour Councillor spoke of the close
ties between members of the Conservative Gzoun and proner=
ty and financial interests in the town. A particularly
prominent property interest is that of Roger Smee, head

of the Rockfort group of companies and doomed to be desc-
ribed by the 'Evening vost! for all time as the man who
responded to their 'Save Qur Soccer' campaign to keen''out"
football club out of the hands of former Labour M.P.and
would-be press baron Robert Maxwell. It was therefore to
Smee that the Tories turned for heln when their Ice Rinc¢
sroject had collansed and they had finished blaming one
another for committing themselves to a £100 comnany owned'
by a Maidenhead "entrepreneur''. ‘And at their last nress
conference before the election they proudly announcad that
their renutable friend Roger 3mee had agreed to build an
Tce 2ink on the Whitley Recreation Ground and sat back
waiting for the '5ost’ to splash their triumph. They're
nretty bitter that the 'post'contacted labour ‘eisure
snokesman Dave Absolom (who is also a local Councillor)
who stronzly opnosed the Vhitley Rec.site and suggested
instead that Smee move his saved football club out to
imallmead and build an Ice Rink there. The iiberals
agreed and not having total confidence in his Tory friends
Smee backed off and said he'd build an Tce Rin% wherever
the nolitical parties wanted him to. Result: a "Post'story
emphasising the site TOW and depriving the Tories of a
much-needed election boost. Whether Reading gets an Ice
Rinc out of all this fracas remains to be seen (the Oxford
2ink being built by a Labour Council is well advanced),
but Hockfort will no doubt go on rebuilding the town. The
Trade Union Club in Minster Stréet and the Rritannia nubs
down Caversham Road are among the sites Nt Smee is bles-
sing with offices and heading .Cewill surely be off to
Smallmead, with or without amn Jce Rink, as soon as he has
put together a development package for Elm lark. For 5mee
is nothing if not a long-term nlanner : he even has a man
on the Covernmors of Reading College of Technalogy to make

cure building apprentices come along at the tight rate.le

may run with the Tory hares but will be quite happy to make

nrofits with the TLabour hounds .

Builder’s record

Talking of builders,some months ago Reading labour “arty
reported Wates to the Advertising Standards Authority for:
trying to sell houses on their professional record, that
record having
in their system houses in Reading and elsewhere.
however believes that general assertionms by
“hot constitute a reason...for objecting to
being made nrovided there is no likelihood, as a result,
that the consumer will be mislead about any asnect of a
product which is capable of being objectively assessed in

ithe

s

such claims

the light of generally accented standards of judgement''and

that Wates have no prima facie case to answer. Let the

buyer beware....

Casual(tor)ies

Jce PRink or no Ice Rink, the Tories on May 3rd lost their
Whip, Hartin Lower (who had together with his mates arron-
gantly left his ''safe' seat in Redlands to work for his
particular friend “smazing Grace' Wray in Church); their

been somewhat tarnished by the defects found

advertisers do

nrize backbencher Simon Oliver (the only one they allowed
actually to speak at Council meetings) in Park; and their
o0ld Caversham embarrassment, George Robinson,whose habits
failed to endear themselves to the people of Pattla. The
Labour wards they 'had targeted, Katesgrove and Church,
returned the sitting [abour Councillors with increased
majorities and only against Liberal Leader Jim Day in
Tilehurst did they mae any progress and then not neatly
enough to threaten what is now the only Liberal seat in
town. They're already finding coping with a majority of
one a strain : for one thing it has put paid to zny idea
that 2rian Fowles {"Brian is a nroklem for he doesn't do
what he's told. He believes in planning nrinciples." -
2.Jewitt) might be moved from the Chaitmanshin of the
imvironment Committee : his vote is needed HE R oSS EO)
be Mayor and the Tories ifr.control.

Scooped

One Tory who will be happy to be out of Jewittville wil
be Reading ilest Tory Agent Chris 200le, who will he mo-
ving to the cazlmer vistas of Hertfordshire after the
Zuro-eloections next month. ilready banished from the Tory
shon in tirleigh Road to an unlabelled office in an incon-
snicuous part of Pangbourne, he has been finding the
antics of some Tory Councillors cifficult to supnort.

1

Dayplight

All was not exactly sweetness and light in the Liberal
camp either, with both last yeat's Liberal stand-in
leader Basil Dunning and his Deputy Tom Heydeman public-
ly blaming Jim Day for the loss'of Kentwood “ard and the
restriction of the Liberals to their oriminal Reading
base in Tilehurst. liaving been moved out of Tilehurst to
melze way for Eig Jim and having failed to pe selected for
“lorcot and then to win Xentwood,'leydeman is narticularly
bitter. #hich will ma'te the competition between Jim and
baddy Day, Heydeman and Liberal Social Services spokesman
vlorman odwatrds (Jim's fellow Morcot County Councillor)
for the rilehurst nomination in the County electinns
next year somewhat acrimonious. And Basil's lament may
be the rezson thzt.John Freeman and not funning smerged
from the five-strong Liberal caucus as Jin's Deputy. 4n
honour andarently mot withdrawn when he then announced
he was going to be on holiday for the Annual 'eeting of
the Council which elects the llayor and decides the “arty
strength on the various committees, denriving the anti-
"~ Jewitt forces of a much-needed vote. Planning just ainlt
the Liberals' strong-point.

Animal lights

Leaving Reading for the moment, ROAR may like to note
that their friends in BUAV are targetting Putney M2
and llome Office Minister, David tellow, who is respon-
sible for animal experiments, and have distributed
40,000 leaflets to his constituents and held a well-
attended public meeting. They do however note that Mr
Mellor's party received £ from three drug companies -
Reckitt & Colman, Glaxo and Beechams - between 1979-82
and that Mr Mellor's Prime Minister has awarded ome
knighthood to each of them. So they're not too surnrised
that Mr Mellex's legislation is mot too punitives

| TR R ) R e S




Jobfreedom

Figures derived from the Manpower Services
Commission show registered unemployment in
Reading borough at 9.713% .This compares with the
tofficial' figures for the Reading travel-to-
work area of 7.4’ The national average is 13,2%
0f course these figures exclude those on government
"training schemes" temporarily stopped,on short-
time working, 'early retired',disabled,part-time
workers... Then of course many are out of work
& are not officially registered,especially
married women (thats why in the table below,and in
all such statistics female unemplgyment appears
lower than male) and black people.The breakdown
of the fiagures by wards makes interesting
reading:

UNEMPLOYMENT RATES - DECEMBER 1983 (persons 18+)

Ward - % male % female % overall
Abbey 26.51 16.88 22.85
Katesgrove 14.70 9.76 12.79
whitley 15.97 8.27 12.50
Church 15.08 7.20 12.0h
Redlands 14,88 773 11.78
Park 11.51 8.94 : 10.53
Battle 11.16 7.2k %.61
Minster 11.23 5.91 9.03
Norcot 8.98 5.58 7.65
Southcote 725 3.70 5.7k
Kentwood 5.95 5e31 5.71
Tilehurst 6.18 3.69 5.19
Caversham 5. 325 k.55
Peppard 5.08 3.26 4,38
Thames bel1 3.70 3.95

(adapted from an article in "Centre Pages",
the excellently-produced monthly paper of the
Dentre for the unemployed)

Rock off?

The 1984 Reading Rock Festival still hangs in the
balance and may have a chance of appearing for one
final time.

The organisers - National Jazz Federation / Marquee
Presentations - have recently declared that they
have been unable to secure an alternative site at

a suitable time. The Richfield Ave site is due to
be developed but work cannot begin until at least
October, which leaves the possibility of a festival
still open and dependent on the Council. Labour
seems likely to support one of the few things that
Reading is famous for, apart from the gaol, and

of course developers.

Clive

Students act!

On thursday 10th of May,Bulmershe college
students uniom pascsed a motion saying "this S.U.,
led by the exerytive committee will expeess its
opposition te¢ <overnment proposals by occupying
certain areas of the Bridges building from 5
this afternoon till 9 tomorrow a.m.".Government
proposals to introduce a flat rate travel grant
would mean % of students would be worse off than
under the present system.(This is all we know as
off now- more information latex?))

Fly up the wall

Dear Red Rag,

Talk about fascists! I mean what is the point
in putting posters up to advertise a benefit (last

‘Saturdays Here & Now gig being the case in question)

when people like "The Boys fron Brazil", "The Hexagon",
nationsl record companies,to name a few, slap posters
on top of 'em - before tle bleedin' concert has even
been put on?!

Oooh, it mekes me puke! I mean it's bad enough
with the council threatening to put 'Cancelled'
stickers on posters, without other flyposterers doing
you in as well. C'mon people, be reasonable,

Yours,
Bill Stickers and Paste Pot Pete

On a general note, why not write to the council and ask
'em where these promised official hoardings are. Ask 'em
how they can call people who put 'Cancelled' stickers

on last years circus and military fair posters 'mindless
vandals', and then threaten to do the same.

S' justice innit, eh?

USAFun

Dear Red Rag

A small group of people have got together to
plan a weekend festival and peace camp at
Boscombe Down USAF/RAF base near Salisbury,
Wiltshire. This is intended to draw attention
to the base, where we believe Cruise Missiles
could be deployed, and to publicise its role
within NATO war planning.

This festival is intended to be a weekend of fun
colour, music and general social relaxation. We
feel we would like to make it an enjoyable
holiday for tired and jaded campaigners, and
that we will involve more local people if there
are no actions likely to lead to arrests.

We are looking for bands, street theatre groups,
individual acts, folk singers, duets, orchestras,
pied (eyed?) pipers, artists - anyone at all who
would like to join in embracing thebase.

I am co-ordinating the entertainment and so I'd
like to know whether you and anyone you know
can come. Please contact me as soon as you can -
I would welcome suggestions as tc who else to
invite °

Caroline Lanyon Salisbury 21865
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Mon 14

Tue- 15

Wed 16

. . Sonni
' %7730 outside S.C< Village Hall.

commutor race. Three commut-

National Cycle Week:
ers, one in a bus, one in a car, one on a bike,
will race from Sutton's Seeds roundabout to the
town centre in the morning rush hour. The winner
should arrive at the Civic Centre about 8.45.

Police and the Pickets: soldiers in police unif-
orms? N.C.C.L. meeting. Yorks NUM speaker John
Thompson puts the miners' case. 8pm, St May's Cen-
tre, Chain St.

Gay soc party: Spm, Council room, Students' Union
Whiteknights campus. Non-students welcome.

Caversham Anti-Nuclear Group: planning meeting.
8pm, 70 St Peter's Avenue. ;

Pangbourne Peace Group: meeting with topic for
discussion "Peace and Capitalism". 8pm, 1 Short
st (off Horseshoe Rd)

Common Peace Group: :leafletting. Meet at

Reading Birth Centre: meeting 1pm at 20 Bulmershe
Rd. Bring a contribution to lunch. :

National Cycle Week: articles in the (whisper it
sqfﬁlyi Evening Post all week, by members of the

Reading Cycle Campa ign.

\Himan World — Animal World': talk arranged by
Reading Bsha'i Faith. 121 Oxford Rd (AUEW), Spm.
Details: 590233 .

Wome#'s Health Group: open meeting to organise a
campaign for a Well Woman Clinic in Reading. 1lam
Centre for the Jobfree, East St.

Talk: "The History of the Reading Hospitals", by

'A.M.Barr. Organised by U.K. Fed. of Business and

“professional Womenl 7.30, Civic Centre.

Thu 17

Fri 18

Sat 19

Sun 20

Sat 19

History of Reading Society: "The Great Western
Railway - calling at Reading along the line", by
Matthew Turner. 7.30, Abbey Gateway.

Henley Feace Group: f£ilm: 'Atomic Cafe'. S. Oxon
Tecn, Greys Road, Henley, 7.15.

Talk: 'The Colnbrook Turnpike Trist and the Bath
Rd', by M. Dumbleton. Organised by Berks Family
History Society. 7.30, Friends' Meeting House,
Church St (off London St)

May Tree Fair at Thorpe, nr Thetford, Norfolk. In
Forestry Commission woods, 5m E of Thetford,
where Peddars Way crosses A1066. "Music, dancing,
players, craft, horses, food, ale, children's
world, all manner of wonders." £2.,50 a day (£1
UB40, OAP), camping £1. Proceeds to Green Deserts.

Berks Organic Gardeners: plant sale. 2.30, 14
Copse Avenue, off Micklands Rd, off Henley Rd.
(No 25 bus.)

Samaritans: information day. Caravan oxtside 01d
Town Hall, Blagrave St, 8am - 5pm.

POW

Mon
Sun 27

Mon 21

Tue 22

Thu 24

Fri 25
Sat 26

Sun 27

Greenham Common:

21— Week of Action against the Arms Trade.

20 Games Conspiracy: non-competitive games for all

2pm outside the adven-
London Roead.

the non-nuclear fa mily.
ture playground, Palmer Park,

demonstration by older citizens.
Wp11 men and women over 60 are welcome," Slight
Christian tone in the publicity.-Details: Bristol
(0272) 40833 (afterncons).

Details:

C.A.A.T., 5 Caledonian Rd, London K1, 01-278-1976.

South Reading CND: Berks Emergency Planning 0ff-
icer Mr Whitaker talks about his work: 8pm, South

Reading Community Centre, Northumberland Avenue.

1Life without Dead Times': Ansrchist discussion
with spesker. From the people who brought you May
168. 7.30, room GO3, Palmer Building, Whiteknights
campus. :

"Women's International Day for Disarmament" - noth-

ing locally that we know of

RED RAG: copydate
out who does what

and 'editorial meeting' to sort
when for the next issue. If you
would like to help, find out where the meetirg is
from Bridget on 3T7-4532. (8pm)

1Secrets of the Unborn Child': talk by psychother=
apist Anthony TLunt. Organised by National Child-
birth Trust. 8pm, 10 Gun St. 40p admission.

RED RAG: the typing continueseee
Games conspiracy: 'new games' as Sun 20th.
RED RAG: paste-up and printinge..

'Ho nuclearlweapons East or West': national CND
demonstration, CoventIy. Details: Steve 663177,

RED RAG:Folding and labelling, from 1lad. Help
always much a ppreciated: Ring Bridget 37-4532 to
find out where. Distribution in the aftermnoon.

REGULAR EVENTS

pPhotography : sessions every Tuesday (1c-12, 1-3) at
Centre for the Jobfree, East st

pHousing and Welfare Rights:

Thursday evenings,

Community House,
»Reading Gay Switchboard: Tues & Fri, 8-10pm.

Cumberland Rd.
597269

pMiri-market:

Thurs 9-1, St Mary's House, Chain St -

plomen's Centre: open Tues 10-2, Wed 10-2, Sat 11=3.

A1l women and kids welcome.

Pregnancy testing Tues 7=9,

Bring urine sample from first &
PIncest Survivors Group: meets regularly. Write c/o

Rape Crisis Line,
PAnarchists: meet
Acorn Bookshope

PpPeace Pledge Union:
Contact 585#59,868384, or Box 10,

PEcology Party:
de Beauvoir Rd

17 Chatham St, for details.
every Monday. Details via Box 19, 3
Autonomists contact via the anarchists.
meets monthly, always active.
Acorn.
meets 1st and 3rd Mon of month at 25
and 38 Long Barn Lane respectively.

Contact Maria 663195.
PSocialist Workers' Party: meet every Weds, Red Lionm,

Southampton St, Spm.

pLabour History Group:
Contaot Breda 58455
pVegans: 1st Sun of month.

meets monthly at Red Lion.
or Mike 665478 for details.
4 Orrin Close, Tilehurst

at 2pm. Contact Liz and Steve Shiner 21651
puwomen's Peace Group: 1st Mon of menth at Women's Centre
Contact Rheinhild 662873 iRy
pAmnesty: 2nd Thurs of month. St Mary's Centre, Chain
St. Contact Jean 472598. VAN
PHistory of Reading Soc: 3rd Tues of month, Abbey Gateway

PBerks Humanists: meet 2nd Fri of month Oct-May at 8pm.

FriendS! Meeting House, Church St.
774871, >

Details Crowthorne



Fpaidoar Events Coibmed - . -

bCyéiiBts Touring Club: outings Sun 9.15 from Caversham
Bridge or Henley. Richard 50949 ;

PWednesday is Women's Day at Centre for the Jobfree, East
St. Coffee, advise, courses, etc, from 10-30.

PSilkscreen Workshops: at Newtown Community House, 117

. Cumberland Rd, Details Clive 66632h.

PPracti 1 Paradise Club: Women's Centre, abbey St.
Workshops, self-defence, keep fit... and fun. Suns, 2-6

PReading Recreation Art Centres: Painting for Pleasure at
Town Hall. Mon7-9, Tues 10-12. Details 55911 or 861289,

PCruelty-free toiletries: market stall every Sat behind .
Tescos, Butts Centre.

PpNational Council for Civil Liberties: 2nd Mon of month.
St Mary's Centre, Chain St. Contact Paul 861582,

PReading Cycle Campaign: meets monthly at the Rising Sun,
1st Mon of month. For details ring 483181 or 64667.

PReading Birth Centre: 3rd Tues of month for food and
chat. Ring 61330 for venue.

PReading Organisation for Animal Rights (ROAR): 1st

Tues of month at The Crown, Crown St. Contact Alan

477790,

Men's Gronu: weets weekly, currently cren to 211 interes

ted men, Contact Box 28, Acorn for datzs and vanues,

3

Gay soc: meets Mondsys in University terms, 8pm, Council
room, Students' Union, Whiteknights. Non-students welcome.

n BEATING TIME ;

A free music festival at the Reading centre for
the unemployed.May 14-1 9/1pm-10pm.Every day for a
\week,workshops/performances/open rehersals/street
procession,.Come and join in the fun..!

A IFREE to the unwaged/ £1 a day to wage earners....
“»’ READING CE 'TRx FOR THE UNENMFLOYED,4-6 EAST ST,
\‘_‘.Reading,596639.

M PROGRAMMER ) S8t ot e

A

MONDAY 14 I'AY:1pm-3pm VOCAL WORKSHOP/3-5 PERCUSSION
WORKS10P WITH PAUL BURWELL/6-7 ONE HOUR WONDERS (OPEN
REHEARSALS)/7-9 PERCUSSION WORKSHOPS PERFORMANCE BY
PAUL PURWELL. :

Fo”( ﬁk‘df

TUESDAY 15 MAY:1-3 BUSKING WORKSIiOP PART 1/3=5
){ hs FLAIENCO GUITAR WITH PETE HALL/7-10 FOLK WORKSHOP,
S OPEN SESSIO! WITH PAUL HANTOCK & ROGER BLOCMFIELD

£ .ITH FIDDLER DAVE/7-8 ONE HOUR WONDERS.'

1 Cazz 8 Lluws Ay : :

-¥¥_] WEDIESDAY 16 MAY:1-3 BLUES GUITAR WOHK?HOP/ 2-4 BLUES
HARI O TCA WORKSHOP/4-5.30 RUSKING WORKSHOP PART 2
8-10 PERFORMANCE BY JAZ7Z FACULTY. :

THURSDAY 17th MAY:1-3 VOCAL WORKSHOP/3—4 ONE HOUR

WONDZRS/REGGAE BASS AND REGGAR DRUVFING WITH DAVE
BREWSTER AND SLICK/5-6.30 PERTORMANCE AND WORFSHOP
BY THE WEST INDIAY WOMENS CIRCLE STEEL BAND/7-8

. PERFORNMANCE AND WORKSHOP BY THE KATESGROVE STEEL
BAND/8=10 NATHANIAL FOETRY READING.

ElaTine Loy

FRIDAY 18th MAY:1=3 IMPROVISATION GUITAR WORKSHOP/
1-5 AMPLIFIED AND ELECTROXNIC NMUSIC INMPROVISATION
WITH FRASER/SONG WRITING WITH JOHN DELAHUNTY/4=5
TALKING STATIC SILEKT :MOVIR/ 6 CONSTRUCTION OF AN
EXVIRONMENT/7=10 OPEN PRRFORVANCE SESSICX

Read The stz

SATURDAY 19th MAY:10 PROCESSION PRACTICE/12 STREET
¢! PROCESSION LAVES CENTRE FOR THE UNEXPLOYED/S
4_ARR;VAL BACK/7 CELEBRATION,

D SR
SUPPORTED BY SOUTHERN ARTS
- RSN

May 18 ~7pm

Yo

AN
~

~ Festwal
S lf wage

cs.sunf\tﬂ

.
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U6 st Street—
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RED RAG still needs a regular events-
person,Job involves trying to bully
organisers into phoning you (to save
£££ppp) ychecking out the library and
other - evant information scourees.

wy| Ring 666681 or 6663%324.Y0U could be the i

"fipst in the street to know whats |
really happening.

- Outlet

Red Rag Outlets

o A

You may have picked this copy up from any of:-——

5 Acorn Bookshop, under Chatham St car park -

Listen Records, Butts shopping centre

Harvest Wholefoods, Harris Arcade (off Friar St)
Centre for the Unemployed, East St

| UB Cycles, 56 London Street

Central Club, bottom of London St
Rag Doll, Duke St

Elephant 0ff-licence, Derby St
Fine Food Stores, 168 Oxford Rd

Fairview Community Centre, bottom of Gearge St

Harrison's Newsagent, Caversham Road

; Kan's Kitchen, London Road

Jelly's Stores, Whitley Street

Number Sixty, Christchurch Green

Ken'vs Shop, Students' Union, Whiteknights
Tech College 1lib & students' common room, King's Rd
@ Pop Records, 172 King's Road :

Rib 'n’ Roast, Cemetery Junction

Mace shop, Crown Colonnade, Cemetery Junction
Continental Stores, Cemetery Junction

The Suger Bowl, 26 Wokingha m Road

Ling's Chinese Fish Bar, Wokingham Road
Sutherlands, 55 Erleigh Rogad

555550 ) I




" Hey! Any of you people out there got problems?
Just answer these ten simple guestions. Are you
lonely? Insecure? Guilty about your parents?
pestered by sand-kickers? Your conversation not
up to scratch? In the wrong party? Never get
invited to parties? Don't cut the mustard on the
dance floor? Can't kiss with confidence? Still
secretly worried about your performance? Score
yes on five or more and you can join the world's
least exclusive club. Free life membership is
guaranteed at birth, and automatically expires
at death.

About eighty members had a therapy session at

the Upper Deck a couple of weeks ago. We want

out. And it works: tests show that laughing is
good for you. Real laughing, that is: not half- .
smiles, curled lips, snickering or tee-heeing.

I mean the hard-core stuff - in public, heaving,
retching, the laughter that hurts. ;

. The cause of all this commotion was three

people who go under the name '‘Alternative Cabaret'
They were doing a Right to Read benefit for Acorn
Books. (You remember: the Fat Controller and the
Association of Chief Police Officers have decided
that we're reading things that might be bad for us,
might even make us want to leave the club. So
they're trying to force ‘alternative': bookshops
out of business by raids and seizures under the
Obscene Publications Act. Books seized from Acorn

. include Hunter S. Thompson's 'Fear and loathing in
. Las Vegas, published by Granada, and Tom Wolfe's

: "Electric kool-aid acid text', published by Corgi.)

“ 'Alternative cabaret, as an idea and a thing to do,
isn't really new (though the name is). People have
been doing it for ages, in pubs and clubs and
music-hall and on the streets: Wilson, Kepple, and
‘Betty; Frank Randle; Max Miller ('the cheeky
chappie') . And, over the water, people like Lenny
Bruce. But most of the names we don't remember, or
never knew. They weren't TV stars. A few made it
to the big time, then somehow lost their bite.
Mainly, they played live, were disreputable, frowned
upon, and got moved on. Some carried with them a
whiff of subversion. ;

Though it pains me to say so, this has to be said:
some of them - more than I care to know - made jokes
which. were sexist. And racist. Maybe even supportive
of oppressive religions. And it goes on today - you
see it in the club comics translated onto TV, the
ones who do paki jokes, bum jokes, queer jokes;
striker jokes. Their scripts appear to be provided
by the Daily Express. Not every joke is a little
revolution. :

Well, that's one sort of difference between old
and new variety. Another is that the new version
is still a metropolitan form of fun; here in the
provinces we just have to make do.

But there's one thing they have in common:
liveness. The infectious tension of a live show.
Will it work? Will it be OK? Consider this: it's
easy enough to ignore a bad musician. Not soO
when someone is standing up there trving to make
you laugh, and failing. (Theatre folk still call’
it 'dying'. It's hard to ignore someone dying in
front of you.)

And, of course, some new variety acts do die.

.That's the risk when vou go to cabaret: you can't
switch it off when it gets bad (well, not if
you're polite, like me) . :

No such yproblems with this particular Alternative
Cabaret: Sharon Landau, Roy Hutchins, and Tony
Allen. They are cracking stuff. ;

Roy Hutchins, who reckoned five minutes was
about right to warm us up, was an enchantingly
libertarian compere. He introduced Sharon Landau,

AUGHING|ERTS
ATTERS P/GE

who is an artful pianist and a wonderful singer-

. Palace, mused about multilateralism,

songwriter-raconteur. All her songs are good, some
heartbreakingly so. She sang and talked about
lurve, and smiling at all costs, and the roots of
insecurity, and gods which failed. I want to hear
again 'Palais de danse', and phrases from another
song which just won't go away: 'the longing for
love keeps our children in chains'. Something
Kurt Vonnegut said seems relevant: 'I am suspici-
ous of belly laughs as entirely happy -experiences.
The only way to get a belly laugh, I've found, is
to undermine a surface joke with more unhappiness
than most mortals can bear.' She takes the idiom
of popular song and turns it inside-out. Her
words are delivered with razor-edge timing. She
has command of voice, accent, and inflexion.

I heard someone mumble about Brecht, and Weill,
and Lotte Lenya. [Who he? Ed.] She was a joy.

Roy Hutchins came on again. Roy knows about the
paranoia of everyday life. I ache for him. He
aches for him: he itches with tension. And he uses
that very physical tension, and with enviable
control of body and voice acts out the bizarre
dramas of everyday life..How to stay ahead, how
to keep cool against all odds, how to survive the
terror of meetings. He's a vocal synthesizer,
producing sounds to order: the dire melodies which
accompany getting—out-of—your—depth—in—conversation,
drowning in words. Next please. A gquick inspection
of sexual neuroses? Certainly sir. Animal crackers?
You bet. He broke us up with laughter.

Whilst Sharon Landau and Roy Hutchins didn't talk
politics, everything ‘they did was political. Tony
Allen talked politics, amongst other things. Just
standing up there is a political act for Tony
Allen. He has a hilariously anarchic physical
presence: he noisily expands to fill the stage.
He loves hecklers ('You'd better be good...')
Tony Allen stopped the City, stormed the Winter
socialism,
and anarchism, became slightly sectarian, got
considerably worked up about TV. The other things

Yeos what are you ‘l:alkmgP i;i'bou‘t the
risht +o read ! :




included a natural history drama-documentary on
the sex life of orchids. But Tony Allen is a
well-balanced person, and keeps things in pers-
pective. Accepting that he is but the merest
speck of cosmic dust in the immensity of the
known universe, he wasn't going to worry about
whether we thought him funny.

The show was a delight. It has to be said, like
it or not, that these three are professionals:
they never forget that they are performing, and
never let us forget it. They break the suspens-
ion of disbelief. Nothing is believable - the
club rules least of all.

Television won't be the same after Alternative
Cabaret. Despite Channel 4's best efforts, and
The Young Ones, and all the rest, it doesn't

really work on TV: the liveness can't be captured.

The screen can't contain this kind of laughter,

HINT

Mrs Beethovens handy household tips

Most of the rubbish we throw away can be
recycled- veg. composted,paper pulped to save
trees,tins re-smelted and glass re-used.Plastic
however is a pain in the arse- bottles can be
doctored to make plant-pots,funnels (and napkin
rings!),but what about those plastic shopping
bags once the handles break or the holes get
bigger than the contents? Why not cut or tear them
into strips and use them as garden ties for plants
and canes.Egg cartons when cut in half can be used
as starter pots for seedlings (put a hole in each
section first for drainage).Also,I'm told that
milk cartons with the folded bit at the top cut
off make excellent pots for householé plants
(again remember the drainage holes!) Any more
ideas?

PPU

The Reading Feace Pledge Union last met on Thursday
10th. May in Caversham. There was not a bad turn out,
but it was rather male-dominated - come on all you
women, come and have your say!

Much of the meeting was taken up with discussion of
actions in London on June Yth. iie heard that CNU are
organising a march and rally, and also civil dis-
obedience in Grosvenor Square (an encirclement of the
U.S. Embassy). There is also to be direct action at
Lancaster House, where world leaders including Reagan,
Thatcher and Mitterande will be holding an 'Economic
Summit'. Anyone interested in taking part in either of
these should contact Bridge on 374532 or Paul 599995.
We are hoping to go to the Boscombe Down Festival of
Peace on June 17/18th. Leaflets and posters are av ail-
able in Acorn Bookshop.

We also discussed the possibility of running a peace
education course in connection with WEA, but there are
only ideas at the moment. The PPU Film Van will be
visiting Reading again this year - June 18/19th. to
show peace films in the town centre. Offers of help
to David 373153.

Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 30th. may 8pm.
at "Willows", Nursery Gardens, Purley - 374532 where
we will be finalising plans for June 9th. and planning
for summer activities - see you there.

E.uroreens/Reromg]

fJ

and the unsettlement that goes with it isn't.
allowed into people's living rooms - it upsets
them, makes them restless.

In conventional terms, Tony Allen, Roy Hutchins,

and Sharon Landau should become stars. But it
seems the only way to be a star in their line of

business is to be a TV star. So I hope, selfishly,
_that they never will.

I think they got pleasure out of our pleasure.
At the end, we applauded them, and thev applauded
us. Those gifts are priceless.

[Postscript: Acorn raised about £38; Alternative
Cabaret raised the roof, and did it for expenses
only. If they ever come within catching distance
of you, don't miss them.]

Paul 'Straiqht

RAVE

Just a line or two to say thanks to Progress Theatre

for their amzzingly slick, funny, stimulating,
provocative production of "Accidental Death of an
Anarchist™, MNore please!! L
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ANIMAL LIEERATION,AY ARGUFENT FOR MOZARATION

Animal liberation i~ currently attracting more
and more support,and a consciousness of animal life
shoul ©be a part of the often neutered and usually
manipulated middle-class conscience.However,the rights
and well-being of animals must be w@egtred against the
the rights and well-being of people.Some moderation of
attitude and some examination of motive is necessary
for some liberationists,similarly comblacent scient-
ists on their high pillars of intellectual snobbery
need to step down,

It is fanciful.

surface of the earth can be free from the possibility
of mans control;in this way all animals can be viewed

as slaves,freedom to a certain extent can only be
allowed to them.The decision is to what extent man’s
influence on animals should be limited.Many animals
die as a result of man's activities,again the decision
is how far should mans activities be curtailed to
redice the incidence of this.O0f course against this
must be balanced the needs,well-being and risks

to us,a human,and also animal,population.

An example of what I believe to be necessary to
human well-being,but destructive to animals ,is
current research into vaccines and cheaper treatments
for tropical disease.For many people a2fflicted by
such disease there is no treatment,or a very expensive
treatment which their country cannot afford.Research
to all@viate this problem- their suffering- is
directed to vaccine research and/or to easily admin-
istered (single dose) drugs with long term protection.
The degree of solution of the problem is dependent on
the developed contries of the world are prepared to
allocate to it.These diseases include Bilharzia (1),
Trypanosomrasis (1),Malaria ( 1) and Leprosy (2).
Could you tell a person at risk from one of these
diseases that because of a complete ban on animal
experiments in your country that there are no vaccines
available,or a sufferer that there is no cure you can
afford to give him/hef!Could you really tell them
that there will be no effort to find a vaccine
becausé the countries which have the monopoly of
wealth & recources no longer permit animal experiment
ation.However,if the person wouldnt mind waiting for
the inevitable,although probably not imminent,sociali
sT revolution,then all the rich people in the world
will go without a hi-fi system to pay for their
treatment by contempory methods.Of course you would
also have to tell them that these current methods are
protection by using drugs,ie: extr@mely unlikely
to provide the same degree of protection as a
vaccine,and -actually come to think of it- might
not be available for their particular exotic
disease.Furthermore,you will have to inform the
animally liberated person that the causative
organism will eventually develop resistance to
that drug,therby making its treatment by available
techniques impossible.

Unfortunately,not all tropical diseases appear
preventable by vaccine,or even curable by therapy,
for example parasitic worm,but seme reduction in
severity does remain feasible.700,000,000 people
are infected by just one species of worm Ascaais
lumbricordes (1) .Over 200,000,700 people have
disease caused by schistosonies (1) blood dwelling
flukes.These diseases are not rare, just unpubli-
cised= two diseases alone accounting for nearly a
BILLION peopge.

The irony is that chemicals which could be
treatments have probably already been déveloped.
Chemical firms have so many thousands of synthetie
products that most are numbered not named,but the
chemical industry rarely spend their money to test
the application of these to treating disease
where the return on their investment is likely to
be minimal.

to suggest that any animal on the

* A wast improvement 'in people% resistance to
disease in poorer countries could be brought about
by the relief of malnutrition,even where the hunger

- is only "mild"- but how likely is this? Disease

enhances the effects of malnutrition which lowers
resistance to disease,a very vicious circle.It is
not so much a question of the west 'hogging' the
grain,but rather the fertilizers,especially phos=
phate.Countries with hungrgr peoples have the land
but not the fertilizer to raise crops.The problem
is particularly acute in areas where animal dung
is used as fual.

' A cynic might say that disease is a useful
population control in the "third world" countries,
so why should animal experimentation be used to
find cures to relieve the control.The view ray be
expanded to say that disease is a useful: way to
cull humans,eliminating the weak and old,although
I suspect this view is only preferable as long
as your loved ones are not at risk.Even in the
medically advanced countries new diseases or
varieties of old scourges occur with disturbing
frequency.Some 20th centuary examples include
Sleeping sickness (3)1916-1927,Laisa fever 1969,
Ebola fever 1976 (4),Legianarres disease 1978 (5)
and the ever changing influenza (5).Animal
experiments are necessary to evaluate the danger
from new diseases,to distinguish seare from danger.

If your basic philosophy is that mAimals should
under no circumstances die to benefit humankind
then you will agree with little of this,nor like
the style of its presemtation,but do you have the
right to martyr the rest of us to salve your own
bleeding bourgeois conscience.If you disallow us
use of animals then you WILL CONDEMN some peoble
somewhere to suffering and death.If you wish to
relieve human suffering from disease then you will
be responsible for killing animals,.There is no
midway.Computor modelling and cell culture techniques
cannot substitute for animal models,for example in
the study of malaria,schistosomaisis,AIDS or leprosy
(using rats,rats,menkeys and 9 banded armadillos
respe:tively).It is unlikely that comfortable
cloirtered western abolitionists will suffer the
consequences of their actions -—unless some new
plague appears.living in Britian,being young it is
easy to be extreme at someone elses expense.

///‘{.; '/: ///f—'

yhe numbers in the text refer to these books:

1) Cox,F.E.G (1982) 'rodern Porizotolrgy'
Blackwell scicentific. publications,liondon

2)K47DA,J.% (1981) Internationzl journal of
Leprosy vold49 pp345-346

3)SACKS QW. (1976) 'Awakenings' Pelican books

4 )WESTWOOD J.C.N. (1980) 'The Hazard from Danger-
ous Exotic diseases' Macmillan press Ltd,London.

5)Davies B D & others (1980) 'Microbiology' 3rd
edn Harper & Row Inc

Available or Obtainable at Reading University
Library.

Paul Bardos,Research Student,Dept Soil
Science,Reading University.
(typisf% comment:Animals are innocent,people are
guilty!)

R T

Animal moderation



SMALL ADS.

Double Room available end of May in shared house in
Purley (L miles town centre) with 4 others - 1 @ &
37 . Garden, garage and fresh air! Suit young couple
preferably veggie. Phone Pangbourne 4532 after 6pm.
or Patrick on Rdg. 55911 ext. 2069 during the day.
Rent is £17.50 each per week plus share of bills.

Exhibition of local artist's work in Gun Street
Gallery until mid-June. Worth a visit.

Single room to let in shared house,oft the Oxford Hd.

ettt = B AL

near West Reading Bridge.£80 p.c.me. + bills.
Phone 52004,

Free :Vresatile shelving system:White sand=lined
bricks and white woodern planks.Ring Chrissie
on 666038,

Kittens want good homes.Two tortoiseshell,3 black.
Ring Jo 67871 if interested.

HONIDA 200- R.Reg.20,000 miles,Reasonable condition,
Good tyres,etc,cras} bars= £150 0.M.0 No MOT,
Phone Sandy 690668 or daytime 860658,

Room in shared house available pretty damn soon for a
man , to share with ome other man, two women, a cat
and numerous neurotic houseplants. House, situated
very close to Cemetary Junction, is ma#hly vegetarian,

mainly non-smoking. For details, ring 666681,

Free Herbs! - Many unwanted Feverfew plants, free to
anyone who wants them, An old physic herb: use for
headaches, fever and as an abortive. Ring 666681,

BROKEN TOILETS the infamous tirade of nihilistie
absurdity now only £1,00 at Acorn Bookshop.Buy
while stocks last!

Network lLiason Worker WEB is a voluntary network
organisation working to promote developmeni Educa-
tion in Berkshire by means of a Mobile Teaching
Centre on a converted double-decker bus.Funded by
Christian Aid.Was £4000 part time,now may be up'd
to £5000 for 23 hours & if anyones interested
could you contact Anne Yarwood on ASCOT 21167

very quickly.

Red Rag {{{LLLLLLLLCKGHLLLC

The aim of Red Rag is to provide a decent alternative
coverage of local news and issues from a radical,
non-aligned position; to promote subversive and
creative initiatives; to provide a forum for unorthodox
views, and; to allow for some sort of co-existence
between a huge variety of interests. It is produced
and printed by a nebulous collective and has no
connection with any political party or line, nor

with the University.

Alot of the material here comes from people who have
nothing to do with the production process. These
pieces are almost always signed in some way. The
collective, as a whole, does not originate them or
stand by them: it is our policy to print anything
provided it isn't sexist, racist, supportive of
oppressive religions, or boring. Most decisicms

are made on the spot by the people doing the work,

or at 'editorial meetings' two days before production.
These meetings are open to anyone, as is the collective
itself. Watch the Events page for meetings.

Red Rag is free, read by about 4000 people , and can be
picked up at any of the outlets listed inside. It is
funded entirely by readers' donations, apart from- the
odd advert for which we charge £5 per 7 page. To
donate some money either write a cheque to Red Rag

and post it to Box 79, Acorn Bookshop, or leave money
in the collecting tins in Acorn or Pop Records on
Kings Road. Standing orders are even better - pick one
up from Acorn or ring 374532.

‘If you'd like to write something for the Rag, type it
to 12 cm with single line spaces, and put it in the
box at Acorn before the copy deadline (which appears
on the front of each issue). Submitted copy won't = .
be altered or edi@ed without the writer's permissiom,
80 leave name and contact number or address in case..

Money

Money: you've got it, we need it! May Day
raised nearly £50 - which is the majority
of what we need for one issue. If everyone
who read the Rag gave us  10p per issue
we'd be rolling in it, As it is we live
from hand to mouth... Red Rag is Reading's
Only Newspaper. Why not send us a token
of your appreciation? Give cash to the
boxes in Acorn, Pop Records or the Mace
Shop on Cemetery Junction, Send cheques
payable to 'Red Rag', to us at Box 79,
Acorn Bookshop, 17 Chatham St, Reading,

BR¥
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