in Reading should be alarmend

securlty of tenure they gained
‘through the 1980 Housing Act is_ soon to be
taken from them as a result of the Housing &
Planning Bill 1986. A successful passage of
this Bill will give local authorities 1like
Reading Borough Council the legal right to sell
entire estates to private developers & evicect
all tenants who refuse to move.

Council tenants
to find that the

The view of many would be ‘that we can expecf
nothing more from a Concervative government who

are hell bent on the privatisation of rented
accommodation to benefit speculative
developers. What may  alarm others though is
the lack of resistance from 'Her Majesties.
Loyal Opposition’'. :

" Jeff Rooker (Labour's front bench housing
spokesperson) is reluctant to oppose the Bill
& has been defending his inaction by saying
things like "We dont take +the centralist
aproach. We believe in local democracy. If a
local authority wants to dispose of it's
properties - so long as the tenants aren't

kicked out of their homes - it's got to be left
to local councillors, because they know béét.

Yool D)

Veggie diners plege note for the
next one only your meal is on a

saturday.

-Everything else , is Just about
as usual.

8 pm start; Reading centre for

the Unemployed, 4-6 East st.
Live music.

A three course vegaa meal by
candlelight.

Both music and food will have a
Caribbean flavour.

This Veggie Dining is supporting
'Fringe Festival 86' so there's
an extre 50p on the ticket price-
£3 (waged) £2:50 (unwaged) -
available in advance from Acorn
Bookshop. .

Cook's Wanted - If anyone would
like to help cook please contact "
Alan on Reading 55124 or just come
along to’a cook's meeting at the
Centre for the Unemployed on Mon-
day May 19th at 8:00 p.m.

Jeff Rooker's view is sadly typical of people
in politiecs -consultation is fine so long as we

leave the final decision to those with party
loyalty. ' :

For people who think Jeff Rooker is retarded
spare a thought for Tower Hamlets Council.
They are in the pProcess of selling the
Warterlow estate, Bethnal Green, to Barratts.
It was decided that consultation with the
occupants was not needed because it was .a
matter of '"housing management". The tenants
took Tower Hamlets to court to defend their
right to rent public- housing & have control

over the estate but lost the case at the Court
of Appeal. After the May elections not only had

the tenants lost control of their estate, but
the Labour Party had lost control of the-
council.

If Reading's Labour Group i1is to learn anything
from these events it will be that councils dont
kKnow best (tenants collectivly know better) &

decisions are best taken by the people affected
even if you are a 'trendy street level
community wise' councillor.

John H.

I'me sure a lot of readers will be aware of the state
campaign against Gay's the Word bookshop in London

which resulted in a large number of books being seized by
customs officials.The outcome of this is charges against
the bookshop and its: 9 directors of conspiracy to 1mport
"indecent or obscene" material ,Mmaximum sentence 2 years
imprisonment and/or unlimited fines. The start of the-
trial has been set for 6th October at the 01d Bailey,

and is expected to last for about 6 weeks. This case is '
going to be one of the most important test cases against
literary censorship ever seen in this country.

A campaign has been set up and working hard for many
months now,they need money though.

Following another seizure in February MP's and Euro MP's
have become involved in the campaign,the goverments action
may well be contravening several Euro laws and rulings on
justice and trade within the EEC.

This has been cobbled together from the latest update
from the campaign which is on the wall in Acorn as is a
collecting tin for all those pennies and pounds the
campaign needs_to stop the giverment taking away freedoms
tliat were hard won in the first place.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT
Defend Gay's the Word Campaign 66 Marchmont Strcet
London WC1N 1AB tel. 01 837 9456
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SUNday is Saturday J
Wapping)

Overall the day was quite a sueccess e 14 (no, not in

although there was certainly room
for a few more people to turn up!
lloticeably more people came in the-
afternoon than in the morning - Sat
mornings being sacred I suppose.
Nevertheless, the dance workshop,
led by Sue Stalbow, and Julie Will-
iams' fabric craft workshop during
the morning session were enjoyed by
at least thirteen people. A further
six people in the vocal workshop
made themselves heard above the da-
nce rhythms with no problem at all!l
A tasty veggie lunch was provided
by the inimitable Phil's Kitchen,
and was the subject of much compli-
mentary speach.

After a performance of traditional
dance put on by two young students
of Mrs. Seth from Slough - (see wh-
at you missed!) - which led to sev-
eral inquiries about ethnic dance
workshops happening in Reading, the
workshops continued throughout the
‘afternoon. Fabric attracted more
people as the day went on, whilst
the drawing and painting group, am-
ongst other things, attempted to
draw some strange figures made out
of coathangers and wire!(Giacomeshy) -
The drama and improvisation worksh-

op was either very quiet or very

loud at different times - and crea-

tive writing kept very quiet indeed

... all that concentration or some-

thing. ; .

| "
The first gather!ng of‘Southern Unwaged
Network, held at RCU on April 4th, generated
a real feeling of collective energy and
strength - pretty much exactly what was
hoped for. Some 50 people from Centres
and unemployed people's groups from as far
afield as Portsmouth, Swindon and Oxford
came to meet each other, talk and take part
in workshops on training, campaigning,
magazines and newsletters and networking.

What we felt we needed at the end of the

day was something definite in the fairly
near future to keep things going and give

us a chance to get to know each other
better and talk in a less formal and
structured setting: the suggestion of

some sort of Activities Day in Reading

on June 14th was taken up and a small work-
ing party met in Basingstoke on May 2 to
take things from there. Meanwhile community
arts workers from SAFCA (Southern Association
for Community Arts) had taken gart in a
semirar organised by REPLAN at the Crest
Hotel (!) in B'stoke and there was a feel-
ing around that the Crest wasn't the best
venue- to address the creative neeids of
unemployed people.

Bringing the two things together, the SUN
working Party has planned an all-day
-gathering, 'Arts for action', at Reading
Centre for the Unemployed on June 14, with

The music workshop was hugely enjo-

. yable - no-one could fail to like

Tim Hill's appreciation of improvi-
sed music, nor his command of the
incredibly obscure but pertinently
witty anecdote! The Italo Calvino
passage was a masterstroke - (we
interpreted on various instruments
a descriptive passage whilst Tim
read it aloud — and. recorded it).
As a starting point or 'taster' of
various kinds of creative activity,
the day was certainly a success.
The message from those who filled
out Questionnaires at the end of t-
he day was - more workshops please.
Hopefully this will be arranged -
although most of the workshop tutor
at Creative Activities Day are hop-

REading Campraign Against Benefit Cuts
formed to fight the Fowler proposals
for social security, are hoping to
hold a seminar later in the year,
and would like your ideas.

The seminar, which is planned for
.mid- September, is for evaluating
various issues and formulating a
policy for reform of the system as

an alternative to Fowler's proposals

For more details please contact GJ
BUNTING 4 ANSTEY ROAD ,READING. e s e s s

HELP WANTED
Apart from the SUN-arts for action day,

ing to take it a step further and

set up longer term projects in Rea-—
ding. If you are interested in this
kind of activity and wish to be put

‘on the Reading Community Arts Forum

(RCAF) contact list, write to RCAF,
.e¢/o Reading Centre For The Unemplo-
yed, L-6 East St., Reading.

Ta - Laura N-G.

-#*FRIDGE WANTED TO KEEP-RAG CO-ORD-

INATORS PIMMS COOL PLEASE:475909.

00

on JUne 14. Artcart/box office has things
inthe pipeline that could use extra hearts
& minds also hands as availible.

There is an extra-hush -hush shipbuiling
project( non-military, does the government
know. On spring bank holiday weekend not
unconected with Reading carnival parade.
Sat 31 may, Reading community festivals big
kids picnic and jamboree in prospect
park.(enjoy it before the developers

turn it into an office car park), will

have papercraft cut and paste and other
creative/messy things on offer.

Also (hopefully) a wind and kite festival
later on, mid juneish, ideas?

Ring Dave on 55292

love artcart I ’

SAFCA's regular meeting taking place at “the
same time with arts for unemployed people as

the main subject for consideration. With
luck, most of that consideration will take
place in a 'hands on' setting: the group
planning the day for SUN are arranging work-
shops on banner making, print and probably
posters, with opportunity for impromptu
sessions of music and anything else anyone
feels like sharing. A conference without
words seems to be idealogically unsound, so
there's an hour set aside for SAFCA to talk
SAFCA business while the rest of us kick
around ideas of what SUN ought to be and what
it ought to be about, and decide on a subject
of theme for our next regional get-together -
the Basingstoke meeting liked the idea of
making it about campaigning, which seemed
like a logical way to put some of the ideas
from Arts for Action into action.

The day will start at 10am with coffee and
chat and getting aquainted: workshops (open
plan, take your pick and move around) from

11 with food available from 12ish. The talk-
ing-shop slot (SAFCA and SUN separately) has
been put from 2 to 3, with workshops going on
till around 4.30 and a final summing up and
see-you-in-Portsmouth (?? - are you listening,
Steve?) with a winding up at 5 or thereabouts.

This is a day of activity by unemployed people
- not something laid on for them by dispen-
sation from on high - an all unwaged people
are welcome. We have a small mob of
'facilitators' and donkey-workers-but we can’
use help with all kinds of things: workshops,
food, catering and general housekeeping. If
you can help, see Dave, Liz Kean or Julie at

- the Centre.

Dave.

GYRILSCOTL

THE TROUBLE
WITH You ,SLoTH:
9 IS Your STREET
\CREDIBILITY 15 NIL

NN

APATHY BECOMES
FASHIONABLE
. —q_FAR

T

¥STILL WANTED...IIOME FOR (ABOUT)
5IX PEOPLE...868L88.

*¥LESBIAN MOTHERS GROUP JUST STARTING
POR LESBIAN MOTHERS AND LOVERS OF;
LESBIANS CO-PARENTING AND LESBIANS
CONSIDERING !NMOTHERHOOD,MEETING 5TH
JUNE,CONTACT VIA READING'S GAY,
ACORN BOOKS, 17 CHATHAM STREET, Rdg.

ot g, by it s ol e bty bl
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MONDAY 19th May
RCU - as last weeki.e. Video Work-—
shop for the unemployed 11-12.30;
video screenings T7.30-9.30; sign.
language 1.00-3.00; screen printing
2.00-k,00.

University - gay & lesbian youth
group. 8.30 Students Union.

TUESDAY 20th:

Palmer Park Library - storytime for
under-fives 2.30pm.

Reading Birthcentre lunch 12-2.30pm,
very informal gathering. Bring food
to share. Phone 584191 for venue.
Reading TUC meeting T.30pm,RCU,

RCU - Art & Design Workshop 1-lL;
Key English 10-12 for help and
improvement in reading and writing.

Greenham support group- 8pm Womens'
Centre.

WEDNESDAY 21st:

'International Year of Peace' Review
at St Mary s Centre, Chain St. T. 30pm
all concerned, interested in making
something happen come along.

RCU - Fabric & yarn craft 10-3pm, a
fresh and informal course on craftwork
in fabries; Carpentry 1.30-3.30 at

Wilson Road.

BANC Business meeting, all welcome at
grlends Meeting House off London St.
pm.

THURSDAY 22nd:

Pre & Post natal yoga and relaxation
classes 1-2.30pm Abbey Room, Reading
Central Libkary £2.50 per class, book-
able creche. Phone 584191 or 61330.
RCU - Improve your communication
skills 1-3pm; B&W Photography 1-3pm

FRIDAY 23rd:
RCU - Colour Photography 1-3pm

SUNDAY 25th:
RCU - Womens' Video Course. A day of

screenlngs and video workshopsto int—
roduce video. How women are using it
and its possibilities 11-lLpm.

Berks Conservation Volunteers, stream -
clearance at California Country Park,
phone Pete Edge W'ham 781041 evening.

MONDAY 26th:
RCU - as last week.

TUESDAY 2Tth:

Storytime for the under-fives 2.30
at Palmer Park Library.

RCU - as last week E R

'.~JEDNESDA§ 28th:

RCU - An oppurtunity for women to
‘work together on a project to plan, ¢
film and edit a video 10-1pm

Fabric & yarn and éntry as last
week. 7

G- P S5

THURSDAY 29th:
Red Rag Editorial

Stonehenge lobby of Parliament 2pm
House of commons

RCU- as last week. . ,
Pre & post natal yoga and relaxation
as last week.

FRIDAY 30th:

Amnesty International's 25th anniver-
sary Gala, Leighton Park School, Shin-
field Rd 7.30pm tickets £3/£1.50 from
Bob Brown, 12 Chelwood Rd Earley (SAE)
Stonehenge benefit at the Clarendon,
London (H'smith Bdwy) Magic Mushroom
Band & Ozric Tentacles.

RCU - as last week.

SATURDAY 31st:

Cooperative games: an At-One-ment
Workshop, all welcome, children, young
people, parents, pensioners - bring
some lunch. 10-l4,30pm £2 waged £1 un.,
children and pensioners. Only 40
places so BOOK EARLY, phone 67L01 ask
for Chantelle Lennox or Anne. Venue -
Haymill Centre, 112 Burnham Lane,
Slough.

Red Rag paste up.

SUNDAY 1st JUNE:
Red Rag folding and Distribution.

SMALL ADS ARE FREE..:ccocsccsoacccconcs
¥RECENTLY FORMED WOMEN'S CONSCIOUS-

HESS RAISING GROUP NEEDS NEW MEM-
BERS, . .PHONE “ARYON 65706

¥WANTED. . . TWO PROFESSIONAL PEOPLE TO

SHARE A LARGE TERRACED HOUSE IN ALPINE

STRELT, £120/MONTH (INCLUSIVE) EACH.
PLEASE CALL LEL ON READING 58021k,
AFTER ©.30PM WEEKDAYS OR ANYTIME
WLEKENDS.

Tacteg

The next two video screenings

at Reading centre for the $
unemployed(4-6 East st) organised by

the Real Time video collective focus

on Unemployment and housing (mon 19

may 7.30 p.m.) and personal freedom

(2 june).

Tapes on the 19 include two from Pimlico
Arts & Media project and one from the
Albany in Deptford.

2 june has two tapes about Molesworth
one only very recently finished; a video
about the Aug 6 shadow project hiroshima
demo in Reading & Nightshift an excellent
video about gay switchboard.

If yoﬁ want to plan & shoot your own
video theres the monday video workshop
course currently running at R.C.U.
(11-12,30,free) and Sun 25 may sees the
start of the womens video workshops
(R.C.U., 11-4 pm £1 & 50p) followed on
Weds (28 may -25 june)R.C.U. 10-1, free.

Tues 20 may at the Paradise club, Londonst
a, multi-sereen video 1nstallatlon, live
music and performance. As well as local
pop & art videos there will be PRISONERS ;
& Romford Calling two of the best
"independetnt videos made in the country
last year.

clive

for details teln rdg 475909

The government has decided to extend
the period for which people are not
allowed to claim unemployment benefit
if they have left a job.

Currently, you don't get dole for up
to 6 weeks if you left "without just
cause and voluntarily".The proposal is
that this is extended to 13 weeks.The
sarme applies if you are sacked or re-
fuse a Joboffer.

This is clearly a further attempt to
starve people back into work, and to
make them put up with jobs they'd
otherwise chuck at the first chance.
‘A woman subjected to sexual harrass-—
ment at work may think twice about
walking out.Because if you do leave,
you could lose 13weeks dole, even
though you maybe DID have "just cause"
to go.The dole office often don't
accept your reasons for going and so
refuse benefit;whilst you appeal, you
still have no rioney coming in. The
same goes for black people who get
racist abuse at work.

YTS schemes could be virtually comp-
ulsory if young people are threatened
with 3 months of sweet FA as an alt-
ernative.

People caught in the 13 week trap
will also - get very desperate for cash
and so take part time, low paid,shitty
jobs just to get money to eat.

Trades Unions are more worried about
employers having a continuous stream o
of (non union)unemployed peonle to
chose from, weakening wages and train-
ing agreements.

Surely the real victims of this policy
are people on the dole?

mark r.

THE MAYIEM QUARTET
& CORNERS SAX GROUP,

TUESDAY 20TIl MAY 1986
LIVE VIDEO SCRATCHING
PERFORMANCE GROUPS
NON STOP DANCE MUSIC!

PLUS VIDEO SCREENINGS

NETWORK: COMMUNICATION,HEDIA AND
DISTANCE IN TIE WILDS OF BRACK-
NELL

£1.50 FOR UD 40'a
£2.00 IF WACED...

ROMFORD CALLTNC:TUE PIRST VIDEO
HADE IN ROMFORD MIXES UNDER HILK
W0OD, ROAD HOVIES,AND GEHTLE HU-
HOUR, , .HOT TO DE HISSEDuuvssss
SNITCHIAN INSTANT LIOME~-PRODUCED
* TUSIC VIDEO,MADE IN READING,
PRISONERS)IS ADOUT 1964..

PLUS:LOTS OF LOCAL POP Mﬂ) AM‘
VIDEO'S.

Par-adise[club
London St




Dear Cllr Dimmick,

Thankyou for the lovely letter you
sent me on the back of the last -
issue of Red Rag.

Fortunately I was Able to vote on
May 8th. So you may rest assured
that there was n8 fooling around"
& I made my mark "where it counts"

Please will you let me know next
year of the date on which I count
agein & also of any dates in between
when I need "better consultation

on council decisions which affect
me". I am also having some difficulty
in deciding which other parts of

my life need to be run by small
numbers of people on committees,

so a few pointers in this direction
could come in handy.

Yours for more police on the streets,

Norman Numbskull

p.s. I think Lebour's new policys
offer so much more than revolution
could ever hope to achieve don't you.

5 h 1°ur||< <on5pn'<j |7r<94nTa l><n<F|T
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Following on from ERIC's article in the

last rag, here's a further impression of the
April 19 London demos against the Libya .
bombing ‘o

The first few hours in Grosvenor sq.
-certainly gave the impression that this

was once again a well controlled CND demo
with the majority seeming to accept the
police containmant despite the deep anger,
frustration and fear from the previous week
still prevailing. In no way was this a
symbolic blockade as many people milled
around. There was a fair bit of shouting

" Thatcher out, Reagan out, U.S. bases out
of Britain". Despite being a believer in the
power of silence, this all seemed so
appropriate, one felt empowered by the noisel
However the tone of a group of SWP people
nearby seemed different." thatcher, Reagan
murderers. How many children have you killed
toda§ ?" Hatred in their voices; almost linch
mob behaviour. Nevertheless I applauded when t
they producd a U.S. flag & set it alight. A
straight looking American appeared out

of the blue with a couple of newsmen .,
brushed his hair for the camera and gave the
one-liner: "these people say they are against
terrorism, but what are they doing aboutit 2"
They dissappeared as quickly as they came.
There were plenty of us there that could have
answered that!

We hung around a bit lopgee.Some - attempt
was made to breach the police barrier to the

Embassy but without success.Time for change.
wE needed to be where the people were. oon

vt o did ”Lwﬂﬁﬁ

wie were off, a spontapeous moyemenf of peo-
ple towards Oxford St.it wasn't long before
all of us were sitting down bringing Oxford
Street to a standstill along with Duke Street.
The atmosphere amongst us was peaceful,power-
ful and determined. s someone put it:"One of
those rare moments when we were in controll,
Two people removed the US flag from the top of
Selfridges;shoppers were leafletted while
those on buses were given vocal encourage-
:ent."You can make a dlfference-get off the *

l!S"

It took the police a full 40 minutes to
respond, and when they did they used great
force in draggiyz people away,sometimes punch-
ing and kicking as they moved i oAnother
tactic was to comandeer buses in an attempt
to drive though the crowds; ithey certainly
seemed determined to reassert their control
over the situation, obviously angry at being
outwitted. Some terrorised people by chasing
them down sidestreets, even when it was obviou
that they were tired and ready to disperse.

Looking back it had been a good day-inspir-
ing.41l sorts of people with a host of
different polltlcal viewpoints had shown
solidarity.A bond of humanity sick off state

violence and the thmeft of war.There was
general restraint shown under often great
provocatiom from the Police.When. tempers
did flare, there were always people arcimd
willing to calm things down.

It was good to hear of many similar actions
thzt had taken place both here and in Europe.
We need to build on this.Our non-violent
struggle must continue.

Chris.

difly et

THE EGYPTIAN CONSPIRACY PRESENTS:

AN EVENING WITH:

ROBYN
HHCRHCOCK

NAMOZA
JAZZLIOCDBINES

2ND JFJNE AT THE PARAD SE CLUB

L.onvon S, Reroive

@RADIO BENEFIT

TICKETS: £3 on DOOR
sz ADV. FROM ACORN, LISTEN
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