THE WINTER
SOLSTICE |
CELEBRATION

December 16th —
December Z=2Z2nd

After the successes of the South Street Squat last March,
and Doris’s 20th Birthday Party in September, we are
planning an occasion that may combine the best of the
twa. :
"Abiezer Coppe's Solstice Celebration” will consist aof
“several days of workshops and activities faor people to
join in with followed by a weekend of music. All this is
happening very soon! An alternative to the consumer-
tedium of Christmas. The venue will be widely publicised
once we have occupied.it - as on the previous occasions,
we don't wish to forewarn possibly inhospitable owners.
Amongst ideas for the first part are vocal workshops,
"painting and decorating,” building a maze ‘to get lost in’
and general "artistic” preparations for the gig over the
weekend. If you have any ideas, interests, skills, bring
them along. FEecause December is not going to be as warm
as last September, we will be doing -1t all 1indoors.
Complete .with heating ‘and lighting.

Over the weekend there will be & p.a. and stage for a
music festival. Some "famous" names have been approached
to headline each evening; the rest of the time we hope to
devote to -local performers. There 1s a limit to the
number of bands that can play, so if you are interested,
contact us as soon as possible. We also want a variety
of performers other than bands: theatre, poetry, sketches
T YOu name it, there might be room for it.

A particular space will be reserved for women to da with
as they wish. Another space will house the infamous free
food kitchen, which went so well at Doris's: if you have
food, supply it; if you wish, help others cook it; if you
are hungry, eat it. : :

Look out for posters,

Don't believe everything you read in the papers,

See you there,

Genéhis the Dishwasher
Reading. Anarchists
Box 19, Acorn Bookshop

DON'T LI?T l?UIIJ)IﬂR?é? ROT, »SKH@?]V
@icxr 1ssus

Co-ordinator - Mark 868488
Events - Paul 481081
Hews & Ads - James 595605
Distribution - Pogle 599995
Going Out - Mark 868488
FDldiﬁg/Sunday - Liz/Ian 867955 :
Copy deadline - 6pm, Thursday 19 December
Red Rag is an open forum'for
C discussion - all contributions welcome
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EADING MEN S

ANTI —SEXIST
COLIL.ECT T VE

A little over 18 months ago a men's grdup was formed in
Reading with the object of consciousness-raising and
discussion of anti-sexist toplcs. It limped along for
about a year before finally ceasing to meet. Several of
the hard core and one or two new people have now decided
to re-form the group; hopefully avoiding the mistakes
that we made first time round. r
The reasons for the early demise of the old group were
several. Most important among them was that discussion
meetings week in week out for an unlimited term are bound
to pall after a while and end up becoming directionless.
Another problem was that the group lacked purpose. There
was no sense of working towards a common set of goals.
Finally, the group suffered from a total lack of
structure; even to the point of pulling each week's topic
for discussion out of a hat (literally). This meant that
not aonly were discussions held to which no-one had given
any prior thought; but also frequently the majority of
people at the meetings felt little or no interest in the
topics chosen. -
In re-forming the group we hope to have learnt from our
previous mistakes.
Ve now believe that it is not enough simply to meet each
week and talk, but that the consciousness of men can best
be Ychanged by our learning to work and take action
together in non-sexist ways. This 1is not to say that
CR/Discussion meetings have no place in what we do.
Simply that we feel we must do mare.
To this end we have decided on a set of (fairly vague)
goals to work towards. 3
1. To increase our awareness of ourselves, our
attitudes and our behaviour, as men;
2. To attack the stereotyping of men(from whatever
source) and to attempt to discover a non-sexist
maleness; g
3. To promote discussion among men in the community
of sexism as a live issue.
Ve have alsa decided to form a collective that is apen to
any man that want to come along and will set and co-
ordinate projects of limited duration; each based around
individual topics, which we hope to explore with the aid
of: CR, Discussion, Writing, Video, Drama, New Games,
Music, Direct Action, and anything else anyone can think
of.

In this way we hope that men will feel able to involve
themselves in projects that interest them without
necessarily giving an indefinite commitment.

Also the collective is hoping to take part in more
general activities. For example we hope to produce a
regular newsletter, to do a veggie dining, and to organise
direct action to attack the stereotyping of men as macho
or violent (picketing showings of 'Rambo’ for example).

Our first project 1is intended to provide a general'
overview of men's antisexism, and hopefully will stimulate
further topics for us to explore.

Ve have given it the title of Images of Mem and it will
run to the end of January. The first meeting of the
project will be on Monday 16 December at 8pm at Flat 6,
107 Castle Hill.

All men are welcome and it would be helpful if everyone
could bring with them one or two images of men, collected
from advertisements, the media, other men, women, etc. for
discussion.

The copydate for the first issue of the newsletter is
Friday 10 January, and an editorial/collective meeting
will be held on this date at 6pm, at 39 Coventry Road.

Love from :
Giles, Ian, Clive, David, James

: Reading Men's Ant‘i—Sexist Collective
; Box 28,Acorn Bookshop
17 Chatham St

‘cooperative ring:665447 :
we'll cater for almost anything

‘elicious vegetarian and vegan
‘meals and snacks

%igs,do's,socials, benefits,
-4conferences garden parties
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The early 1600's in England was a time of great changes,
of economic and constitutional upheaval.  King, Parliament
and Church were engaged in struggles for dominance as
new technological intellectual and social changes gave
confidence to ambitious new classes.

Out of these turbulent times emerged the Ranters (as did
Diggers, Levellers and Quakers). Videly known and
condemned for smoking and drinking at their meetings,
they had a range of views that carried many of the
radical ideas of the time to their conclusions.

One of the .most'.well—known was Abiezer Coppe, notorious
for swearing as well as smoking and drinking. He spent
at least three spells in prison, and his books ("Fiery
Flying Rolls") were ordered to be burnt.

Like other Ranters, much of his writing expressed his
belief in the unity of himself and "God". - They no longer
saw a need for any mediating authority, any Church, any
religious hypocrisy. He put this personal spiritual
freedom into a social context - preaching complete
equality and the abolition of property. The rich and
powerful were frequent targets for his attacks.

He may not have recognised the ward "anarchist”, and
despite his smoking and ~drinking he would porbably be out
of place in any of our meetings, an incongruaus,
disruptive, egotistical eccentric. But in many ways he
was a precursor to modern anarchists, denying and defying
authority, exploring ideals of equality and freedom

Child VWoodward
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UNTVERSITITY
THE NIGHT

rsday 26 November saw the echoing of Reading's "Reclaim
¢ Night" March as female students at -the university

‘empted, yet again, to publicise the obviaous dangers of

lonely, bleak, badly 1it campus and our -frustration at

} denial of what should be a basic human right - the
tedom to go where you want, when you want.

march, centred on the Whiteknights campus, was well
ire of symbolising part of the general struggle by
len 1or liberation from fear. Bearing candles, as a
m of both hope and an end to the domination of
kness; singing, shouting,” demanding for an end to
llence, an end to rape, the group traversed all the main
d there are many) areas of insecurity. These included
badly lit and secluded pathways leading on and off
lpus,.. and even from Halls of Residence tg the
on/Library and main body of 'the university buildings,
hg which we marched together, safe in unity and mutual
port ... safe in numbers. Or are we? The facts ara
t female sfudents have been hassled even when not

ne. The facts are that by Spm it is already dark,
tures run until 6pm.

points the March raised are demanded out of ‘the
essity for change. We are tired of being constrainad,
being denied not only liberty, but peace of mind.
irally, the demonstration aroused hecklers with
sgeringly naive comments. What is even mare
igering is that many still belleve a woman who walks
e at night is asking for trouble.

immediate demand 1is for better lighting and tighter -

iIrity - the humillation of the need tor protection far
leighing the devastation ot sexual asault - but the
mate demand is for an end to violence, .an end to rape
m end to fear. -

~ Ange
The Vomen's Group, Reading University

PORN’ S THE
THEORY . RAFPE
THE PRACTICE

las on the Reclaim the Night March, and the atmasphere
amazing, it was really gaod, women trying to take
ngs into our own-hands. But we can't sort it out. The
blem :doesn’t lie ‘with us. Women shaouldn't- have to stay
pors- when there's a rapist about. Men should: We
en't’ done anything wrong. Alter the march many men |
W came up and offered their support and it made me
ik a lot. As racism.is white people’s probleém to sort
So rape-.is - men's. It's time for 'right-on’ men to start
paigning -against rape, In this patriarchal society
en are still not taken seriously. Let's see some men
1g something which has got to be sorted out amongst
1selves. All men make women feel nervous on the
lets at night, you -¢an't tell a rapist. And just to
[roy ~a myth, only 2% of . convicted rapists get
shiatric treatment, they’'re not nutters, they're
mary men like you, it's time to weed them out.

[BODK' REVIEW

olutionary self-theory comes across like being drunk
history out of control, careening under you like a big
ck moforcycle of the imagination and gives you a
mpse of a situation - .being part of a world-mind and
ling like the arch-angel St Michael on speed - Read it,
ause it will assuage all the miseries!

e -
Professor Oblivion & .Barry Uonveg

WOMEN RECI.ATM

_Wext Callective Heeting

SwoR
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Money last issue is paid for buyt there is no spare cash c
so benefits aree needed.

next one Dec 10th Paradise Club The Red Rag funk/dance
tape, calendar and poster should be out soon. Watch Red
Rag. Post cards are still on sale at Acorn. .
Help .Somecne is needed to deal with paid ads as James is
no longer wants to do the job. Help is always welcone.
Contact Box 79 Acarn Bookshop or come along to Acorn on
Sunday to help fold (good for hangavers).

The Collective meets every six
weeks or sao. The last one was 1 December: minutes
available from Box 79 at Acorn Bookshop. Next Collective
meeting on Sunday 19 January at épm, 39 Coventry Road.

Everyone welcone.

WORKERS POWER
PUBLIC MEETING.
=0 Encomd, ;
The lessons of Liverpool -
Where did Militant go wrong ?
WEDNESDAY I8 DECEMBER,

7.30pm.
The Crown Inn, Crown Street.

Speaker : Dave Jankins.

V- l’e;sr:uns of the collapse of liveryools ure not simply
2f relevance to the issue of local fovernment. The role
played by Kinnock, and thne Tailed poiitics of "Militant"
fave important implicaticnr for a1l those serious about

fisnting Thatchers onsilausnit on the whole of the working
rlase, -

SMAT.I. ADS

Room to let in veggle house in salubrious Vokingham.

Food provided. More details - just phone Sue .782178.
Lesbian volunteers needed for Gay and Lesbian Helpline.
Ring us far a chat. Reading 597269 Tuesdays and Fridays
8-10pm. F om

Wanted desperately - pair of Babyliss crimpers.

Willing
to pay up to £6. Phone Ruth 341963,

‘Free to a good home: 1960's New Society; 1970's Private

Eyes, Sunday Times Colour Magazines; 1980's Observer
Colour Magazines; + a few others. Not bound, but almaos*
complete. Phone Reading 872376, evenings.



LLIVING IN
COMMUNES

We belong to our selves not-mothérs oy
- fathers. or teachers eor the state! Life is
Q. war for us ! The, pace movement ” sides
Wwith ovr enemy in this war awnd betrays
OUr Uberation! The Law malres LIFE to
: HELL for rumaways truants q(l free -
Q@ \thinking young people and theiv Lovers,
This is +he condition of Hheiv so-called
uPeace” Theivr, peace”is S‘d'laolin? fraining
child-quidance conditioning '¢ducation”
3 {05 children in almost eve country
die every day in this war. ﬁn’dan?g
for the blqca people in their (bera=
! Thousands of under4bs are se‘llfdo:{m
cruel fami , Psychiztric umits residestial schools,
assegment @nireh, Secure places, youth custody wings.This is
the worke of growm-ups: they can Tun thelr Lives withod
Fules, Laws, schools, {famfue;' churches, drugs{t! TV cars Fashion
money ao(ice e fomy - all producis of a deformed advls
warld‘. avd écvd(l nK’ heauy metal ayen't reall any diffe‘
rent: they have ed Qur sexual desires_and pﬁ them on
Sale Uike merchandice iw store windows - The Youth Industry
pas capturdd our bodys and minds and =

Crushed our Sexval urges - IT sells Hem
as boolrs & theeries O.n?elﬁd-urﬁs -and

TV documents and adverts . i
U H°vrs'! We 'LL Love -%OBOIOH!' =
e Wlﬂ‘l“"o.‘ Vo a-rOl ist Of Hen"m \’s
movement ¥ ever “talls about the ritue
terroriting of childven or the dectrudion
of childhood . This rijual is the Feal,
1euon  for the nuclear threat they keep
OR =y ~+leTin3 Q.bouf.nmmasa
Yo ore’no different from pa- B
> J rents and pigs @ndl ¥

i <5y {
ton -5 N‘Z?es, homes

N'g, $ who LockusUP S,

> Surews whno 14 e

gqs with drugs, Label pr~S \;L
,‘ﬁag.w,hg chve i;\g,},,

oo m LY N = EA

 nen we Say: <k$Gl\Og[! S e

Acorn bookshop will be open during the crazy 'season at
the following times Mon. I6th, Mon 23rd, Tues 24th, y
Sat 28th, Tues 3Ist and back to regular on Thursday 2nd

NEW TAPES FROM ACORN

Two new tapes from Spectacular Times

"THE END OF PREHISTORY" - a fast .moving radio
programme produced by a group of Situationists
in San Francisco. It explores revolutionary
ideas by means of words, songs and humour -
edited to 90 mins. £3.00

"SONGS OF ANARCHISM & REVOLUTION" - Traditional
songs from around the world - play it loud as
an antidote to carol singers! 45 mins. £3.00

The RED RAG dance tape is well under control

and will be on the streets beforexmas. Featuring

'geveral tracks by local bands who specialise
in dance music, it's an absolute bargin at
whatever praice we decide to flog it for( about
£3 probably). Come to the disco on the 10th at
the Paradise and here the rusic there.

2 and “sick” J'u.!t h! keép
as possible, Wa can leam

you coll us “immatuse” ‘crazy
as umder confrol for os loug
Mmore outside School . School teaches owl
hate ~Ljfe \without School B
‘We are nof toys for odults | We wout rights for childrent
Our tomwmvuna i¢ & refuge for young people whe ficope
from_ howes, psyckiatric Mu.é chawmbers and %azi
parents. We live of ocdds sxd ends aund run a bike repur
shop. Visit wus stay with us, join our struggie for W-_t d
rghts. Lot us knowWw how wd cow teach others nutereste
ik Our Comtmuune. .

Thes : ;HC&l dEMOMJG .
TThe vight to leave howme whew we like, and fo
anyoure we clacose, : I
-Akolish all pewaltits against ruwaways; :
< End compulsory schooling aud, C‘_’!—YP""“‘ puvishmest |

- Close down all homes.ihsﬂ}uﬁows,cu.shdg CQ‘AM‘
awnd dther pn'SOMS.! : j
~ our right to ewjou our own bodies awd to choose
Who we wiisx With. Vo laws That punich loving o
sexual relationships awouy and with
uldren ) =
~The right to travel angwhere wi flaout gcknl‘t‘s.
- Fimoneial ;hﬂepeﬁdctatc frone S"UWW“PS-_ £
—Cildrew ove wot plagthiuas for bared - xio%hy,
aweh  lonely widthess Tf pamper, 2 V\Y"':\a-'u;\ﬁ\u“' “
. SE‘A(); : vd““qe“‘&

live sitha

telefon

from Germanys
0911166}?6
frem Eagland s -

01043914 266385 ¢

RACTSM FROM
COUNC IILILOR
TEWITT

News of the alleged racist remarks made by Cllr
Ron Jewitt about Cllr Hamza Fuad in the Reading
Borough Council Chamber received wide coverage
last week. Jewitt's vitriol apparently reached
its offensive height during a meeting of the Tory
group prior to the full meeting of the Leisure
Committee. Cllr Fuad chairs the.Leisure Committe
against the wishes of the Conservative group to
which he belongs, having been voted on with the

.support of the opposition councillors. As Chair-

man -he has gained the respect of most people in
thefield of leisure and the loathing of Jewitt
and Cllr Oliver, who put forward a motion calling
on him to resign. Cllr Fuad refused and Jewitt
launched his attack, calling him a wog. The
meeting was held behind closed doors, so Cllr
Fuad decided to stand up to the bully and at the
full meeting of the Environment Cttee he reported
Jewitt's remarks and told him where to get off.
Jewitt denied the incident and Oliver rushed to
support Jewitt. Afterwards, some of the Tories
suggested that Jewitt may in fact have said "“wop"
or "wok", which not surprisingly failed to dampen
the controversy. Anger flared again during the
debate on the museums which have received as an
exhibit the skull of an ape. Conservative Cllr
Mrs Mills was heard to say "that was no ape, that
was Cllr Oliver's ancestor"...

Congratulations, then, are due to those Tory
councillors. who stood up against the nasty little
tyrants Jewitt and Oliver. Perhaps Berkshire Coun-
ty Council will think twice about their decision
to make Jewitt their representative gt the Reading
couwncil . for Racial Equality.

- Dov PEDRRO



Dear Rag
ANTI-APARTHEID

I found Harry Roberts' description of the Anti-Apartheid
demonstration interesting. There is a case for @arching
through London, whether against the S African regime or
its close ally, Thatcher (and what she is doing in this
country). I'm sure the AAM organisers would argue that
that was not the time to "trash hotels" in Park Lane or
even to attack S Africa House.

However, I think the argument is more fundamental than
that. It is the S African workers and peasants, led by
the ANC who will deal with Botha. We can assist,
Public demonstrations are only a symbol of.this (whether
its marching or smashing Embassy windows),

Our best means of helping . S African workers and peasants
is to'get rid of Thatcher, as a first step towards ridding
this country of the capitalist system she represents.

Another comment on your report : the organisation
chanting breathless slogans was not the Communist Party
of Britain (Marxist-Leninist). I think I know who the
slogan shouters were and they have a deceptively similar
name . The CPB(M-L) publishes "The Worker". every week
and it.is on sale in Acorn - go judge for yourself.

"The Worker" doesn't live on slogans. I attach the last
3 paragraphs of an editorial on S Africa in the ed;'Ltion
of 4 November and hopefully these will be a useful_
complement to your report. .

TED

Thatchsr seeks delay, anything to buy time for Prevoria,
for British-based capitalists have huge. investments at stake.
If ocaly Thatcher was half as concerned about the British ecomomy
as she is in defending South Africa’s economy! She has imposed
economic sanctions oo the British working class for six years,
has she nqu? d - 5

Working class pressure alone will help the workers of South
Africa. Southampton dockers and civil servants prevented movement
of equipment for export, which others can emulate. Shopworkers
can make a coatributicn. The National Unica of Seamen and
20 other maritime unions across the world bave decided 0 .
act in concert egainst oil supplies and the like as their contribution.
As s0 often, the NUS plays an honourable proletarian mole. |

Above. all, we must deal with the problem of Thatcher, for
while ber government remains, apartheid has a firm lliy.-l.t
is a common fight anyway, because working class victory in
either South Africa or Britain belps the other. Internaticoalise
begins at home. ' i

Dear,'Rag' /5

I am taking part in a project to look at the praovision of
education courses for people who are not in work.

I am particularly keen to find out what unemployed people *
themselves want. For example, is there a need for:

L. more courses to teach job-skills;

" 2. support groups -and jobclubs for those wha are

"locking for jobs -’ or =

3. courses in art, cockery or leisure activities.

. If so, then where would people like to have them, in

colleges, unemployed centres; community centres, or in
their own homes.?

[ would welcome any opinions especially from anyone who
is unemployed. Replies will be treated as confidential,

Many thanks

LETTERS

Dear Rag

Vorkers Power are right to point out that racism poisons
- every institution of society - including the "labour
movement” - and for this reason I think that it

constitutes a more serious threat than neo-fascist groups
like the NF - who represent a more ideologically coherent
version of the racism of yer average Guardian reader, one
which is ‘more open, less insidious. By all means trash
the ’front’ but don't forget the scheming "soclalist” mass
nor the stout English business-man.

Because they all judge people by skin colour, and
attribute general characteristics to people on that basis
- '"people with brown skin and afro halr are less
Intelligent, less human, etc” - why not’ peaple with pink
skin and ginger hair? It's, equally groundless, but
persists nonetheless and is translated into racism when
peaple in power use that power to carry out their
prejudices. To remove racism requires the abolition of
both prejudices and power - none more so than in the
complacent middle/left ground. Doing this would, I think,
show a lot of white peaple just who their enemies were -
he same classs/groups against which black people have
>een protesting. This would be much more helpful than
‘organising mnow to defend the black = communities”, a
iuggestion which implies they are (racially?) incapable of
loing it themselves. .

Fight the good fight Mark
Jear Red Rag,

I am writing to warn any readers who may be
looking fo:lr a quiet drink in the country that
hey may find the "Crooked Billet" at Stoke

ow less than conducive. A Yecent visitor to
:he.pub was greeted by the regulars with a
strlng of racist remarks, which the landlord
saw fit to echo. Threeoff-duty policemen sim-
ilarly chose to air their racist views. So
perhaps "Reading between the Wavy Lines" may

consider dropping the "Crooked Billet"
: - et" fr
theJ_.r list of recommended pubs. s
With best wishes, :
ANDREW.

Fat
c/o Acorn Bookshop, 17 Chatham St

& : - \
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care Fublicity,

WOMEN

'he first General Meeting of '

the Well-woman
ssociation was held on the 25th qf'-NDbember.
For the last nine months a Etéertnd.grbup has "
been meeting to try to get priorities sorted

out, get a constitution together (f or
charitable status) work on the feasibility and
possibilities of a c«¢linic and so  on. Thie
meeting was to draw together other women
interested in supporting the move to establish
a Well-Woman service, and to formally adopt the
constitution and elect officers and a new
committee. Wea had no “idea what sort of
response we would get, and it was both
exhilarating and alarming to see the meeting
room filling up with women to the extent that
it was overflowing! Women came along who
couldn’'t get in at all, and others stood
cutside the room straining to hear what was
going on! It was wondertul to see so much
interest and such a variety of individual
women and organisations although it did throw
the organisation of the meeting slightly to
try to involve s0 many sguashed . women! We
had planned to open the meeting with brief
spiels about the work so far, and possible
options for the future, and then break up into
groups to allow everyone to discuss how they
felt = about what they had heard so far, and the
future of the Well-Woman Service. This was to
involve everyone in the meeting, and help make
it clear that future decisions were to do with
everyone present, rather than the previous
steering group. However, somne women thought &
question and answer session would be better, so
we did both. A variety of gquestions and
comments were thrown at the steering group, and
then did our best (in limited space) Lo move
into discussion groups to talk about what had
been said so far, and futwe plans, resullting
in many really interesting comments on flip
charts. We hope to produce a document using
these ideas and thouaghts. Finally the
constitution was formally approved. and a new
Committee of 18 women rapidly elected as time
started to run out. This new group will be
meeting * this week to establish the next steps
to be taken.

Any member of the Association is welcome to
come along and take part in the meetings,
{and until a meeting decides otherwise, any

woman can  become a member by turning up). The
anly advantage of being a committee member is
that in the event of a vote being taken these
are the women with the right to stick their
hands up.

Bnother way women can  get invelved, is by
joining one of the ‘sections’ which are groups
which concentrate on particular aspects of the
Association’s work. Those in existence so far
Funding, Clinic (locking for
premises etc) and Health Education (thinking

about collecting information, making it
accessible, arganising classes, = talks,
self~help groups etc) Any woman can get

involved in any of these groups, or if you
would like to form a new one, come along to a
meeting and say so.

IT you would like to receive information on the
meetings, contacts for sub-groups, etc etc, (or

give us some money!) contact: Haren, Reading
L 9966359 (day)

475296 (eve) ;

Irene,
42573 or Sue, Reading ZB7%06

Henley

24

. oosmmme—WOMEN 'S CENTRE PARTY'
)

We re having another one! This will ‘be on
Saturday 21st December, at 8.Z0pm, at  the
Women's  Centre. Added attraction is the
‘caberet’ provided by the Ferformance Group.
Bring. food and drink etc.

ALl WOMEN WELCOME!

mmmmm———D JOMEN 'S SELF-HELP

fare there any women interested in Settiﬁg Qp'a
premenstiual tension or an asthma self-help
group, with the aim of getting together to
share experiences; gain mutual support, and
look at the ways of heéelping oneself?

It so, please contact:

Chrissie Bligh, Reading 666038

7 g =

AmmmTDmvmaumnath;nmmt‘:

- 7 T
tapes to be shown include
THE SHADOW PROJECT

BLISS

SWITCH

VIDEO PAINTINGS 1 : welsh mountain zoo
ARE YOU OCCUPIED

plus extracts fram other tapes

S T N0 e~ S

- CERVICAL SCREENIN
The District Health Authority will shortly b

receiving a report outlining proposals for
cervical cytology in this area. More and
more women are dying of  cervical cancer, and
yet if the disease i1s identified early enough

%
L )

4

it is possible to drastically reduce
fatalities. However, this depends on  adequate
and accessible screening facilities, plus a
good system of recalling women who need
further tests. At the moment we don’'t have
this Doctors receive payment Tor providing

smears for women  aver 25 only, and yet many
women under this age are contracting cervical
cancer.

O Monday 16th December there i1z to be

ct
Fublic HMeeting, to - discuss the present
situation, how people feel about tf lesues
concerned and to examine the basic b of
the report. Hopefully this will provid an

opportunity for those worlking
service and others who are concerned about the
issues to get together and share views and
@rperliences., The meeting will be held at
eading Centre for the Unemployed, 4-6, East
Gt, Reading, at 8.00pm.

in the health

For more information contact Faren on Reading
SYLEHEY (daytime), 472296 (eves).
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Anyone who doubts the sincerity of - the U.S.
Government's desire for peace is unlikely to be’
éncouraged by recent events at Greenham Common. -
While Reagan and Gorbachev were,we hoped, meeting
to rebuild the fragile detente on which all our
futures depend, the U.S.A.F. chose the very same
moment to send out the first convoy of Cruise
missiles since July. During the early hours of
the Wednesday a convoy of 2 Cruise launchers
plus 25 control;support and police vehicles left
Greenham to spend several days in exerciSeés on
Salisbury Plain.

The only good side to the story was the success
of the Cruisewatch organisation in following the
convoy,noting its destination and organising
impromptu protest. Whereas the U.S.A.F. would
prefer to go about preparing for genocide in sec-
ret,Cruisewatch ensured that the event got nat
ional news coverage, which is a vital element
in public opposition tc the missiles. The U.S.A.F
have also made it clear that the opposition makes
military exercises more difficult, hence the 4
month delay since the last convoy went out.

. One aspect which was badly reported was the
mounting level of violence by the authorities.
The press reported that as the convoy returned,
paint was thrown by the peace women, hitting
police officers. (The women themselves believe
that the police exagerated the incident.) One
thing not reported was the fate of a man who
managed to drive his car into a gap in the
convoy. He was forced off the road, pulled from
his car and handcuffed while burly policemen
banged his head 20 times against the bonnet of
the car; probably because they knew they had
nothing to charge him with.

Reports of the backdrop to the summit have.
been received from the locals in Geneva. While
Gorbachev lodged at the Soviet Embassy, the
Reagans stayed at a huge and heavily guarded
house near the lake. The enormous security
operation made the entire area almost impassable
for days. Meanwhile Nancy Reagan made various
official visits; at one school the pupils were
made to stand outdoors for several hours in near
freezing temperatures in order to greet her. See
-through plastic coats were issued, tb be worn
over school uniforms, but proper coats were
banned. Why? In case any of the pupils carried a
weapon, of course !
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rA’B TEZER

"Dear Friends,

Abiezer would like some candles, torches
etc. to help him celebrate the coming solstice.
Any help or ideas to Box 19, Acorn Bookshop.

A.C.

- (co-or | '

No more heroes... well not according to the
co-operative movement speaker at the Progress
Theatre last Saturday. He laments the demise of
"our leaders...those éiver—tonéued ofators who
could convince us..." Shame really, but don't
worry because next year, the United Nations
speaker assured us, would be "The Year of Peace"
At least according to the U.N. who have divided
it further, presumably for administrative ease, :
onequarter being allocated to 'Peace & Disarm-
ament', another three months to 'Peace & Devel-
opment', etc. Though thank goodness he did
explain that these partitions are not always
mutually exclusive; regretfully he admitted
that 'Peace & Development' can overrun to June.

Simon .
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