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WHERE SHOULD HIGH TECH. GO?

What are the implications for society,for industry
and for jobs of the much-hiped privatisation of our
British Telecom? Will Britain continue to have a big
computer mainframe industry now ICL has been grabbed
by STC? Is there going to be a British micro industry
or will IBM sweep all before it¥ What are our soft-
ware and systems houses doing apart from more and
more defence communications systems and what is the
future in that? Is the thrusting of a micro into
every school ensuring our future need for computer-
related skills? What are the environmental effects
of the bright new industries of Silicon Valley? And
SO Ome

Here in Reading questions like these are more imme-
diate to more of us than perhaps anywhere else in
the country. A lot of us work in or around the com-
puter and data communications industries. We work
there now but how confident can we be about working
there in future? ‘ :

The Reading Trades Union Council is supporting the
idea of an interest group to look at the future of
these industries, so that the labour movement .locally
can-develop its understancding of what is happening:
and some policies and strategies -to maintain a live
industry that will meet people's needs. The:idea

. _started from an initiative from the POEU, the British

Telecom union, at the Labour Party Conference when
A TSU&iBr Prowms - Do QSFFK G¥Ql they called for a working party to consider the shape
A @k:—r‘ L3 OUNO. (\{D, a publicly owned data communications industry when
A *hL« =) STh British Telecom was taken back into the public sector
p\ and we would probably want to submit evidence to that
A SHP | rwxrék (kand%s E&Zﬂjximhx\ [{eSVN working party. But the issues locally obviously go a
g bois, EhG ’{13-.25 lot broader than that. —

A SWP foainst A odds (P &ch\crs

A SHP Bogdadll Buakauups -\

SATWRDAY o™ Novemeer

The POEU, ASTHS and other local unions with members
in computers and data communications have been asked
to take part and this is an appeal for anyone who is
interested to get in touch. What.we will be able to
do and how much is what we'll have to talk about at
our first get-together. If you would like to be there
please drop a note to High Tech c/o Acornt
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CRIME AND MANAGEMENT

What do you think of a District Crime Reduction
Officers’ Group chaired by Reading Chief Executive
Harry Tee and including the Borough's Planning,
Housing and Recreation Officers; the Divisional
Director of Social Services; the Senior Probation
Officer; the Superintendent of Police; and repre-
sentatives from the Magistrate's Clerk, the Youth
and Commurity Service and the District Health Au-
thority? Or of the idea that this should be "a
working group for professional officers,which will
be exploring practical solutions”"? Or that "it is
not envisaged that either District or County Council-
lors should be members of this group'? A powerful
group meeting in private and able'.to influence the
ideas and priorities of the Borough and County Coun-
cilsythe Health Authority and the police., Would be
hard for it to gesist the temptation of social en-
gineering, which may be why it's just what the Go-
vernment is recommending in Joint Circular 8/84 and
what is now being set up. The ''84" signifies of
course 1984. Which may turn out to be just right.

OPEN QUESTIONS

Questions are still being asked about Richfield
Avenue. About why the report from Reading Borough
Council officers to the Councillors' Working Party
so strongly favoured the Beacontree proposal (by
Je.M.Jones out of Roger Smee). And why the officers
wvere so quick to rule out on financial grounds the
ternative offer from Tenant Bovis, a decision now
erturned by -all-party decision. And gquestions are
iow being asked about the proposed Prospect Park
deal, about which only Chief Executive Harry Tee
seems to know anything at all. Like who it is that
. is pretending they will fit a "corporate headquar-.
ters" into a 15,500 sq.ft.office block with space
for about 75 staff? Or vhether there is some connec-
tion between the plan to turn the Mansion House into
offices and the Regional Health Authority’s plan to
sell off the nearby Prospect Parlk Hospital site for
"development"? We think we should be told.

CONNECTIONS

. What is the connection between

01 Refuse collection and tha law?

Al Private contractors Pritchards Industrial Servi-
ces,who collect South Oxfordshire's rubbish and
have just been fined £8500 by Henley magistzates
for 34 overloading offences, one of 3.7 tons.

. QZ Henley Town Council and care in the community?

A2 Their Mayor,property developer Graham Payne,who's
just sold a former residential youth centre which
he bought from Oxford County Council in 1981 for
£280,000 to a couple who want to run it as a nyr-
sing home so much they've paid £500,000 for it.

Q3 Vaduz and Reading?

A3 Liechenstein-based Robert Maxwell,who has just
_bought the Rediffusion cable TV system that runs
in over 50 towns,including Reading and Oxford.

Q4 Belgium and IBM

A4 EEC Commissiomer Viscount Etienne Davigmon,who's
now let the Ue.Semultinational join the Esprit pro-
gramme (the joint venture between ICL and other
Euro-companies into the next computer gengration)
and ie awvnected himself to join IBM shortlye

TELE BERMUDA

"Windsor Television",it says in a document supplied
to Berkshire County Council,'is entirely British
owned". Its catchement area will be 109,000 homes &
businesses in Windsor,Slough,Maidenhead,Staines and
Ashford, to whom it will offer "vertical viewing -
specialised channels devoted to sports or to music

or to movies and so on". The technology will be sup-
plied by GEC, which is no doubt why a GEC subsidiary
is included in its shareholders. GEC is of course a
British company, and so are some of the others, al-
though the tax haven consciousness of the Drayton and
Warburg groups make their nationality a matter of form
rather than content. Another major shareholder,Hawley
Group, is actually registered in Bermuda, although it
has strong British connections (Hawley boss Michael
Ashcroft is favoured partner, in Miss World and Group
Lotus among other ventures, with David Wickins of
British Car Auctions, employer of both Denis and Mark
Thatcher). Hawley Group pays well : Graeme Crothall,
a part-time consultant on hospital cleaning services,
is on £100,000 a year (hospital cleaners are luckier
and luckder to get £1.72 an hour). Hospital cleaning
and cable TV are two of the new areas of enterprise
opened up fm the Thatcher years, and Bermuda-registe-
red Hawley are obviously well-poised to profit from
both. And to pump a horse-racing channel right into
Windsor Castle:

PRIVATE HEALTH

Another area of profit that is being expanded in the
Thatcher years is private medicine,and it comes as no
surprise that Reading's Dunedin Clinic,having quietly
and uncontroversially got planning permission for ex-
pansion,is now being taken over by BUPA. For BUPA and
other health insurance groups going into hospital ma-
nagement themselves has become the only way out of a
horrible financial bind they'd got themselves into g
firstly, the more they marketed to groups of employees
the greater the chance that their customers would ace-
tually need hospital care, and, secondly,the firms that
were just operating private hospitals found themselves
in a sellers' matket and jacked the prices up. BUPA &
the others had to put premiums up to match, resulting
in a fall-off in revenue, and actual losses rather
than profits. The only place they can get treatment
for their clients below cost is in NHS hospitals:watch
them campaign for the right to pre-empt NHS beds too:

BUSSING

The take-over of Smith's Coaches by Horsemans,and the
possible inclusion of Pangbourne Coaches in the group,
are urgent responses to the Government's White Paper
'Buses' with Nicholas ("Your roads are your responsi-
bility") Ridley is expected to push through into law
next year. The main proposal is that buses will be
""deregulated" and any operator will be able to run any
timetable on any route, charge any fares and collect a
share of any subsidy the local Council is making 1ike
Reading's free bus passes for the elderly. Which means
price competition on prime routes (like the 17) and the
end of cross-subsidy by which those routes support the
less popular routes,and hence the destruction of the
Reading Transport and Alder Valley networks.The forma-
tion now of a single private bus operator in Readimg
will of course hasten this process and bring the higher
fares and profits forward.

CITIZEN CAIN




ETTING YOUR MESSAGE AGROSS

Do you want to let people know what's going on?
Do you or your group want to air your opinions?
If so, Getting Your Message Across is for you.
It's a series of eight evening workshops. Each
one is designed to help you learn more about some
aspect of the media, from radio interviews and videos
to leaflets and posters advertising a jumble sale.
All the workshops will emphasise doing it yourself
and doing it cheaply, and every session will give
you practical experience of what's involved. The
workshops are all free and open to anyone. You can
come to one or more or all of them. You don't need
to register or book, just turn up. ¢ -

A1l workshops are at Reading Centre
for the unemployed (4=6 Eagt St)
"except for Mon 19 which is at
FATRVIEW community centre, George St
and Mon 26 which is at ACORN bookshop
17 chatham St,

ALL WORK3HOPS RUN FROM 8 to 10pm

For further details phone
Guy on 669562 oF Clive on 662302

You can pick up your next Red Rag from any of the
following outlets:

Acorn Bookshop, under Chatham St car park
Central Club, London St

Centre for the Unemployed, East St
Continental Stores, Cemetery Junction
Elephant Groceries and Off-licence, Derby St
Eurofoods, Crown Colonnade, Cemetery Junction
Fairview Community Centre, George St

Fine Food Stores, 168 Oxford Rd

Harrison's Newsagent, Caversham Rd

‘Harvest Wholefoods, Harris Arcade, Friar St
Jelly s Stores, Whitley St

Kan's Kan s Kitchen, London Rd

Ken's Shop, Students' Union, Whiteknights
Ling's Chinese Fish Bar, Wokingham Rd
Listen Records, Butts Centre

Mo's Place, London St

Music Market, Union St

Number Sixty Gixtx Christchurch Green

Pop Records, 172 King's Rd

Rag Doll, London St

Reading Wholefoods, London Rd

Rib'n'Roast, Cemetery Junction

Sugar Bowl, Wokingham Rd

Sutherlands, Erleigh Rd

Tech College, King's Rd

UB Cycles, London St

Or you can have it delivered to your door if you ring

Guy on 669562 or write to Red Rag, c/o Acorn Bookshop,

17 Chatham St.

MON 19th Nov. LEAFLETS AND COMMUNITY NEWSLETTERS.
With representatives from Red Rag and local fanzines.

design and paste-up, using graphics,
printing methods, distribution

TUES 20. THE PRESS.

With Sean Ryan from the Evening Post being interviewed,
writing press releases, establishing contact with: the
press.

WED 21. FOSTERS
Deslgnlng your poster, different mediums, prlntlng,
distribution, talking to printers, costs.

THURS 22. RADIO AND T.V.
With a representative from Radio 210's careline,
radio interviews, using local radio.

e 26, COMMUNITY NEWSLETTERS 2
The practical aspects of litho printing and
preparation ofplates using the process camera.

TUES 27. WRITING

Researching and writing in different styles, editor-
ial control,

WED 28, PUBLIC MEETINGS AND EXHIBITIONS

With Paul Toleman. What does the organisation entail,
use of photographs, tape slide video, venues, advert-
ising.

THURS 29. VIDEO AND T.V.

With a member of the Real Time video collective, what
does video offer, what does it cost, finding equipment,
distribution, cable, access to broadcast T.V.

O5TIES

The Red Rag Postal Service / Publication Exchange

? Why not have Red Rag posted to a friend living
outside the Reading distribution area: Wokingham,
Pangbourne, Henley or ex-Reading folks who have
moved further afield.

- A1l you need to do is send the name and address
of the person requiring the Rag - and name of

the donor if it's a pressie - plus an ammount to
cover postage. A pound will give someone the
delights of Reading's only for 2 or 3 months.
When the subscriptionruns out, I'11 send them

a reminder so they can renew it if they wish.

~ Also if you know of any other community newspaper
around, please let us know and we'll be glad to
do an exchange - new ideas always useful and
welcome. At present we receive the Leeds Other
Paper, Exeter's Flying Post and Sheffield's
alternative paper. These are available in the Rag
box at Acorn. 7

- So next time you write to your granny up north
or a friend who has moved further south, ask them
if they can sound out local community publications.
No postage required for exchanges! Subscriptions,
«other publications, cheques, views, etc should
be sent to Red Rag (Posties), Box 79, 17 Chatham
Street, Reading, Berkshire.

Happy Days, Paul (present postal personage) '

PS Many many thanks to Lesley, the previous postal
person for all her hard work in the past- dunno
how you did it!




B RAGBITS

Another plea for help with distribution! We have found
a new distributor for the NEWT round in East Newtown,
and are now looking for people who would be prepared to
do a round in the Kentwood/Norcot area OR the Meadway
area OR in Southcote. At present the whole of Reading
west of the railway (except around Prince of Wales
Avenue) 1s ome emormous round, with few addresses but
spread all over the place. If you could take on one of
these rounds, none of which will have more than four or
five addresses, then that will take the pressure off
the present distributors. Please ring Guy on 669562

GREENHAM
SUPPORT BUS
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CALLING ALL VEGGIE COOKS AND DRIVERS OVER 25!

For some time it had been the dream of Ascot Nuclear
Disarmament group to provide some sort of regular
"meals—on-wheels" service to help sustain the women of
Greenham through the winter (and for that matter any
other local peace camp if it could be arranged).

Well, that dream has now been realised thanks to the
considerable effort of that group and in particular -
one of its members who has managed to purchase e mini
-bus and together with friends has fitted it out to
act as a mobile canteen, It will also carry tents and
equipment to provide emergency accommodation should
the need arise following an evictione

It's taxed, M.0.T'd, insured and ready to gob All it
needs now is for as many of us as possible to make
this venture a success., This means providing 2 cooks
and 1 driver over 25 (male or femalel) for each trip
to Greenham,

Naturally these trips need to be as frequent as poss
=ible through the winter (daily?) and it is hoped that:
peace groups could manage this on some sort of rota
basis. It is probable that food will be provided but
some cooking vessels are still meeded plus a few tents
and a couple of calor gas cylinders, :

HELP IN WHATEVER FORM, WHETHER PRACTICAL OR FINANC

~IAL WOULD BE VERY MUCH APPRECIATED.

Could you 'spare a couple of hours a day? a week? a
month? = For full details please contact: ;
Merle Mindel, {
West Lodge, S
Buckhurst Lane,

T
Q ®
Ascot SL5 7QB - Tel, Ascot 22877 .ﬁ&gj
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UPDATE!

You may have noticed that there arenow 3 of us
working full-time in the bookshop. ilaggie joined
Ian & Liz in October (in response to our ad in
the Rag) and it's working out really.well. Ve
all went off to a Radical Booksellers Confer-
ence in Nottingham last weekend and got lots of
ideas and a general boost for what wete trying

to do. - - S
@*é-r\v/dc‘ /&SL:“I
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CONTROVERSY!

Cne thing that was discussed there is worth
metioning here: you may kmow of the controv-
ersy surrounding the new Raymond Briggs -book
"The Tin-pot General and the 0ld Iron loman".
He's been accused of being tnpatriotic because
of its anti-Falklands War message, and has
even had to go ex-directory. Despite that, we
in Acorn and in the Federation of Radical Pook-
sellers are disturbed at his quasi-pornographic
portrayal of Thatcher and his subtle racism. So
the Federation is writing to Eriggs, questiondng
his attitudes and explaining why we're unhappy
about the book. Some shops aren't stocking it
at all. Others, like Acorn, are but ‘with
"with resevations" i.e. we"re now not nromot-
it and are trying to draw attention to
the problems when peonle buy it. Priggs' anti-
war messayge ts stronj and well-executed but
using woman-hating imagecry and racism to get
across his anti-leader message seens to us
counter-productive.

ACOPMN DOOKSHOP 17, CHATIIAM ST??..EET, TIZADING.
Tel; 584425 Tues - Sat 10 - 6.

BURGHFIELD

A stands for ALDERMASTON

B stands for BURGHFIELD

C stamds for CONTANMINATICN, CANCERS and CHILDREN BCRN
DEAD

Apparently one nuclear weapons factory in the Reading
area isn't enough. I read today that AWRE Aldermaston
is to manufacture plutonium for the next generation
of weapons, Building work has already started, along
with discrepancies about the cost.

However my concern lies with the existing nuclear
weapons factory - Burghfield., I am trying to gather
as much information as poscsible about the activities
of ROF Burghfield, and am especially interested in
the convoy that travels from there to Coulport in
Scotland, transporting warheads to and from the Pol-
aris submarines. There is also strong reason to be-
lieve that the marked increase of stillbirths among
women in Reading shows a significant connection with
the release of radioactive waste from Burghfield. It
is essential that the facts be made known so that we
can act on the findings,

If you can help with any information on any of this
(there is a court case~involved) and support, please

leave messages for me at ACO(Y\ gox 238

Brenda
“Yomen's Peace Camp, Greenham




SMALL ADS

@ Wanted Pushchﬁir for 3 year old. Any condition,

—

as long as it rolls along. Cheap as possible?
Reading 580063

@ Wanted Own room or bedsit or shoe-box required
by impoverished 'professional'. £20p.w, maximum.

NEEDS WOMEN VOLUNTEERS FOR TRAINING  Gasine it 218 R
TO K N THE l_lNE. L5 PHONE 5 R of mugical instruments for their project,

'Deafness and the performing arts'. Any percussion
i - bell tt d

WK]TE BOX 9 |7 CHATHAM STREET W e e e e
their condition.

A second hand trumpet is also high on their list
of needed items.

If you have anything to offer us, please ring
Reading 664464 during office hours (Bulmershe
Resource Centre for the Handicapped). -

Thanks, Jo McCarey (Centipede Theatre)

@ Enthusiastic and creative part-time typist wanted
for a new theatre in education company based in
Reading. £2.23 per hour. Community Programme project
B0 you must have been @nemployed and receiving bene~
fit for 6 of last 9 months if under 25, 12 months of
last 15 if over 25.

Phone Reading 665556 (office hours)
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REGULAR EVENTS

Greenham Support Group (Women): meets fortnightly.

Nightwatch every Thurs. Contact

via Womens Centre, Abbey St. :
Alcoholics Anonymous: groups meet regularly in Reading
(9 meetings a week), Pangbourne, Thatcham, Henley and
Bracknell. Day and night info and help line - 59749L.
Labour History Group: meets monthly at Red Lionj
Southampton St. Contact Kathy 590139 or Mike 867789 :
for details., ;
Vegans: meet 1st Sun of month at' 1, Orrin Close,
Tilehurst. Contact Liz and Steve Shiner 21651.
Amnesty: meets 2nd Thurs of month at St. Mary's Centre,
Chain St. Contact Jean 472598.
History of Reading Soc.: meets 3rd Tues of month
at Abbey Gateway. :
Cyclists Touring Club: outings Sun 9.1%am. from
Cavershem Bridge or Henley. For details ring
Richard on Bracknell 50849, st
Wednesday is Women's Day: at Centre for Jobfree, East
St. Coffee, advice, courses etc. from 10.30am.
Silkscreen ¥orkshops: at Community House, 117,
Cumberland Rd., Details from Clive 662302,
Cruelty-free Toiletries: market stall every Sat
behind Tesco. :
National Council for Civil Liberties: meets 2nd Mon -
of month at St. Mary's Centre, Chain St. Ring Paul
8561582,
Reading Recreation Arts Centres: painting for pleas-
ure at Town Hall, Blagrave St., Mon 7-Y, Tues 10-12.
Details 55911 or 861289,
Berks. Anti-Nuclear Campaign: meets 2nd Tues of month
at Friends Meeting House. Also neighbourhood groups.
P.0. Box 158, Reading or FPhone Gill or Ed 594855,

Labour Farty Young Socialists: Weds at Fairview
Community Centre, bottom of George St. 8pm.,

Reading Cycle Campaign: meets 2nd Mon of month at

UB Cycles, London St. 8pm. Membership enquiries ring
Chris Mayers 589178. General enquiries John Nixon
483183 or John Rigby 64667.

Reading Birth Centre: meets 3rd Tues of month for
food gnd chat. Ring 61330 for venue.

Beading Organisation for Animal Rights (ROAR): 1st
Tues of month at The Crown, Crown St. Details from
Alan 477790, - i b S B
Men's Group: meets weekly. For dates and venue, con-
tact Box 28, Acorn Bookshop. - b

Miners Support Committee: meets every Thurs 7.30pm.
at TGWU office, 36, King's Rd Ring 590311 for details.
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‘Photogram: sessions every Tues 10-12, 1-3 at Centre
for Jobfree, East St.

Housing and Welfare Rights: Thurs morn at Communi ty
House, 117 Cumberland Ra, It Tuwvsdovy evevy. vontia fom nowon,

Eeading Gay Switchboard: Tues and Fri 8-10pm. 597269
Mini Market: Thurs 9-1 St. Mary's Hse., Chain St.
iomen's Centre: open Tues 10-2, wed 10-2, Sat 11-3,
All women and kids welcome. Free Pregnancy testing
Tues 7-9. Bring urine sample from 1st. pee of the day,
Incest Survivors Group: meets regularly. Write c/o
Rape Crisis Line, 17 Chatham St. for details.
Anarchists: meet every Mon (starts again Oct) Details
via Box 19, Acorn Bookshop. Also Autonomists,
Peace Pledge Union: meets monthly. Pacifist group.
Contact 588459, 374532 or Box 10 Acorn Books,
Ecology Party: meets 1st and 3rd Mon of month at ,
8.Colle® Rd and 38, Long B arn Lane respect-
ively. Contact Maria 663195,
Socialist Workers Party: meets every Wed at Red Lion
Southampton St. 8pm, j
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itself very much around the activities of the various
groups and campaigns. The distribution was mainly to
groups. (For a long time the entire distribution was
done by members of the Union of Postal Yorkers!)
"Fortnightly news.and events diary for Reading" was
the standard wording at the top for a long time. (The
earliest appearance of "Reading's Only Newspaper" I
can find is March 1981.)

"Printed and published by Reading Anarchists,” also
appeared regularly on the front for the first year,
though sometimes the "Tristero Commando” claimed
responsibility, or even the "redragcollective (pro-
visional)", In fact right from the beginning the
Rag had been essentially two people: "We are Chris
and Mark and we are anarchists,"” as one issue ex-
plains. ¢

"It's all so long ago," Chris complained when I asked
him recently about the first two years. "I don't un-
derstand why we never despaired,” he said. For one
thing there were three or four people who helped out.
And then, ‘Jorkers' Power had been so scornful at the
idea of anarchists achieving anything, they just had

to go on!
‘ fortnlgntl\il “‘
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In its first two years the Rag grew very slowly. 200
copies of the first one were produced (and handed out
in the Dove and the Zagle). By July 1980 the run was
up to 500. It stayed at that for a long tlme (just as
the Rag itself stayed at a single sheet). In March
1982 it was 750; in April '83 1150; in Apr11 '84 1400;
now 1600. Mainly this reflects the growth in outlets:
Acorn was the only one for most of the early period.
There were 5 by May 1982, 13 a year later, 22 this
May (accounting for two thirds of the print run).

£

In December 1980, "celebrating our first birthday 3
months late", - some things don't change - "Red Mag 1"
appeared, prlnted at great cost at the University
Studeks' Union. It was a review of the year, and

meant to be annual if not more often, though no suc-
cessor ever appeared. This was the first venture into
other publications. The idea of producing a directory
of Reading groups eventually, after a couple of false
starts, resulted in Red Pages (Nov 82); a 4-page
pull-out guide to Reading for students in Sept of that
year became the basis of Reading Between th2 Lines
(¥ov 83). Then there was the screen-printed calendar
for 1984, not to mention the flood of posters, badges,
tee-shirts etc issuing from "Wokingham Road" in the
last couple of years.

E 2 Readings onjy

In the New Year of 1982, production shifted to up-
stairs in Acorn Bookshop's new premises. By that time
we needed the two duplicators there just to get it i
done. (By the end of the year the problem was space
to do the paste-up in, so we moved out of Acorn to
wherever-it-was-being-done-that-tima) One big jump
came with six pages of letters replying to an attack
on the 'omen's Centre in April: suddenly we had an
18-page issue; and that size became normal, By now
most of the copy was coming in from outside "the
Collective". Soon after this Acorn got a litho press;
by June the Rag was being printed.

Since then the Rag has had periodical crises, usually
over the same things: lack of money and/or lack of
people and enthusiasm. There have been some very.
small issues - but they have always apoeared. One
ma jor change in January of this year was to abolish
‘the two production groups in favour of a sort of
rota_of_!co-ordinators'" - someone to see that. each
issue gets out. This has broadened the range of those
centrally involved with production very greatly. Money
- somehow - always seems to turn up when needed and
asked for . We have enough coming in in standing
orders to see us through a crisis if we cut back; and
then, it's always been so that a good issue brings in
more donations. No-one ever has dared to try to sue
us,
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There are always strong feelings about how the Rag
looks. There is always dissatisfaction with the con-
tent (e.g.why doesn't the Rag have more news in 25615
and how can it without taking a "journalistic" att-
itude?). Then there's always the one real volcano of
an issue: editorial policy. This one will run and
run. I personally think a more active policy would
also be more responsible. It might make the Rag seem
less of a "cave" from the outside: hard to get hold
of, hard to pin down. Also I think a lot of valuable
information is at the moment rather wasted&, hidéen
away. W/ell, Those are the lines on which I'd like to
see the next Five Year Plan drawn UDe oo
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Police procedure

You will have to stay at the police station for several

hours so that they can follow the procedure below:

@ You can ask to have a woman police officer deal with
your case

@ You will be asked to make a written statement about
what has happened, A police officer will usually write
it down, but you can write it yourself if you wish, You
can ask to have a copy of the statement to take home,
Because you will probably be the only witness, your
statement will be very important evidence and the
police will want it to be very accurate and detailed.
Taking the statement can take several hours,

@ You will be asked intimate and often embarrassing .
questions by the police. You need not talk to any
officer other than the one in charge of your case.

@ You will have to have a medical examination
(internal and external) carried out by a-police
surgeon to collect medical evidence of rape or sexual
.assault. Any physical evidence of your attack will
be photographed. You can ask to have a GP of your
own choice present (vou may have to pay for this

. ® You may be asked to look at pictures of men (mug
shots), go with the police back to the place of attack,
or identify your assailant(s).

@ You can ask that your name not be read out in court.

e If you feel that you are not being well treated, ask
to see the officer on duty, Make a written complaint
immediately. Make sure you know the offending
officer’s name and number,

e If youdo not know your attacker, and he is not
caught immediately, the police may ask for inform-
ation from the public through the press. Your name
will not be used but the police cannot promise that your
friends,family or neighbours will not recognise your

description of what occurred or the description of you. g

.@ The police may wish to see you again. If you do not
wish them to come to your héme, ask them to phone
you or write a letter to arrange a meeting at the
police station or elsewhere,

@ Once you have told them all you know, it is up to the
police to find the attacker and decide whether to
arrest and charge him. If he is charged, you will
have to appear in court at least once to give evidence
unless he pleads guilty.

How you can help

You can help by

1 Becoming a member of the Rape Crisis Line. We
always need sympathetic women who can spare
one evening a week for training and meetings and
who are willing to work on the line from time to
time. We hope to be able to extend our hours of
opening. Please write to our Box no.-if you're
interested.

- 2 Joining the Rape Crisis Support Group and helping

with admin, fundraising and the search for permanent
premises.

3 Spread the word! Talk about us to your friends,
Put up our posters at your place of work, community
centre, welfare clinic etc. Ask the publican at your
"local’ to put our stickers in the ladies’ toilet. Buy
and wear one of our badges.

And don't throw this pamphlet away! Pin it on the wall
next to your telephone, tuck it into your telephone
directory, or carry it with you in your handbag or

purse.

Reading Rape Crisis Line
(0734) 55577

Sunday 7.30-10.30pm
Box 9, 17 Chatham Street, Reading




Why we need Rape Crisis Lines

If a woman or child is raped or sexually assaulted,
there is very little help around. Some women can’t tell
anyone what has happened. Those who do talk to
someone may face anger, blame and hostility from
those closest to them. Rape can completely change a
~oman'’s life, and many women suffer in silence.

What raped or assaulted women need is to be able to

talk to someone if they want to - someone who under-
stands what rape is all about, someone who is sympathetic,
and especially, someone who will listen and who will

not judge feelings or actions.

What is répe?

It is a sexual act of violence against women . .

The Sexual Offences (Amdt) Act 1976, says that a man
commits rape if his penis penetrates the labia (the outer
lips) - full penetration and ejaculation need not take
place - when a woman has not agreed to intercourse
and the man knows it. It is likely that the woman will
know her attacker or that he will live in her area and
that he will have planned the rape. Often the rape
occurs in his or her home and it usually involves force,

It can involve :

e intimidation with threats or weapons

e beating, choking, knifing

e urination, defaecation or spitting on the victim

e forced oral sex

e multiple rape by one or more assailants

e injury to genitals, eg bottles, sticks pushed up vagina

Rape is not just an act committed by a sex starved maniac
on a pretty young woman in a dark alley, Woman and
girls of all ages, races and backgrounds have been raped.
Rape is not an enjoyable experience for women as the
media might lead you to believe.

Who we are

We are not part of the police force, of a political organ-
isation or of local government. Our funds are donated by
many groups and individuals. Reading Rape Crisis Line
is run by volunteer women of different ages and back-
grounds - our only concern is to support the women
who contact us.

What we do

Reading Rape Crisis Line will talk to any woman or
girl who has been raped or sexually assaulted, It doesn't
matter how long ago the attack took place - 10 minutes

‘or 10 years.

Our phone line is open Sunday 7.30-10.30pm. An ansafone

will take your calls at other times.
The number is (0734) 55577

Our service is free and completely confidential. We will
only contact you by phone or letter if you ask us to.

How we can help

Phone us

e if it is an emergency - if you have been raped or
sexually assaulted and need immediate help

@ if you were raped months or years ago and you still
get upset by or worry about it.

e if you are being, or have been, sexually abused in any
way by your father stepfather, brother, uncle or other
trusted adult, you can talk to us about the special
problems involved with incest

e if, after rape, you need information about pregnancy
tests, abortion and VD

e if you need to know more about what happens at
the police station, in court or at a medical examination

The decision whether or not to report an attack to the
police is a woman's own. Whatever her decision, Reading
Rape Crisis Line will support her and go with her to the
police station and court if that is what she wants,

If you have been raped or sexually assaulted

Women have many different reactions to rape. The
important thing is to trust your feelings and to talk to
someone about it.

We are here to help Reading (0734) 55577

Whether or not you report to the police

1 Talk to someone about what has happened - you
need a friend at this time.

2 See adoctor to check for: pregnancy
VD
possible injuries

If you decide to report to the police

1 Do it as soon as possible - delay may go against
your case.

2 Tell someone what has happened as soon as you feel
able - someone who has seen you after the attack will
be a useful witness

3 Do not wash, tidy yourself, or change your clothing -
you may destroy valuable medical evidence.

4 Do not take any alcohol or drugs

5 Call a friend, solicitor and/or call us at Reading Rape
Crisis Line so that you can have someone with you
during police procedures. A

- 6 Take a change of warm clothing to the police station -
the police might want to keep some or all of your
clothes for tests and evidence.

7 Try writing down what happened before you go to
the police station. Important things to remember are:
in what order things happened, what was said, and
what your attacker looked like.



