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Hassling Heseltine

Last friday Micheal Heseltine (minister of war)
vigited the university,invited by the conservative
association to a meeting closed to non-members,thus
ruling out the dramtic possibilities explored by
Birmingham and Manchester univs.About 50=60 police
lined the acsess road to the lecture theaters and
succesfully inhibited any significant protest when
Heseltine arrived= nothing was thrown,and even
verbal objections were pretty limp.However while he
was in the building some more descicive action was
organised,and a blokade of the road was started,
about 3040 people linking arms to block the cars
coming to take Heseltine away.Then it was the
Warrington situation all over againg,the police
again used far more violence than they needed to
break up the blokade,people were thrown around and
kicked viciously- someone was arrested and had his
arms wrenched fiercely,face forced almost into the
ground.People nearby who protested at this were also
threatened with arrest,and in fact one was taken.
The cops got progressively more irritated and
| arrested another 2 demonstrators,one of whoem hadnt
done anything but be in the wrong place at the wrong
timeoContrary to the 210 reports,which used the word
‘ ‘scuffles’ there was 1ittle violence on the part of
the demonstratora,with only a couple of eggs being
thrown.Several more people were grabbed and then
later released,the 4 who were arrested were taken to
headquarters (behing the butts) & several of us
followed them doen there to give statements and
complain about police behavior.Micheal Heseltine
meanwhile,gotout through a side entrance,a decoy car
being used to fool the crowd.About 150 people were
present ,50 or 60 being activeo.Apparently this is
the first time in a decade that students have been

arrested at Reading for this sort of thing- lets But is there ever a copper about
do .better next Hyime eh? when you need one?
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Reading demo

230 people todary narched from Tilehurst.

through “eading town centre to a rallsy in
T : A g so; R AEEY T
T'almer fark, where they inet up with CZI'D's

facsimile cruise missile lawncher, (ririnally
the launcher was reant tu accompuny the marcl.,
but it brok: down - just like tlie rezl tling.
This demonstration reinforces the car)ai-n
asainst cruise missiles fellowine: thair wrriva
in Uovember, anotier bi; d-monstration is
planned for Jsuniay at freerham. For activities
in Reading throughoat the week, sea eyvents;
ancd ther's an article about next weekend's
action at Ligh iycodbe elsawhere in this Rage.

Inside Information

HONOUR RIGHT

Interesting the Labour Research Department analysis of
the coincidences between company donations to Tory
funds and hogours for their directors. One very local
example is Racal's Sir Ernest Harrison: Racal is of
course a major contributor and Sir Ernest not only
received a knighthood from Mrs Thatcher but also played
host to her during the General Election campaign.Racal,
a strongly anti-union firm, has made about 200 workers
redundant in Reading and Bracknell over the last year,
generally by calling them in individually and telling
them to clear their desks by nightfall. It is, lest
we forget, also a major defence contractor.

RANK INSIDER

The priorities of the Rank Organisation (Lord Rank,
prop.) came very clear last week. They won their ap-
peal against the pre-election Reading Borough Council's
refusal to let them turn the Top Rank dance suite into
a bingo hall, so they'll no longer be offering anything
to the young people in Reading who've filled their
coffers for so long. And they want to replace their
cinema in Cheapside with two smaller cinemas, a casino
(a handy alternative for teenagers to a dance suite),
and, of course, offices to meet the ""growing demand"
for same (a demand that has unaccountably passed by
the 600,000 sq.ft.of empty offices cluttering up the
town centre). But between a Tory-controlled Dept.of
the Enviromment (which allowed the Top Rank appeal

for some reason) and a Borough Council that hasn't
turned down an office application since the Tories
took control in May they'll no doubt get their way.

= Greenham latest e

ecurity forces at Grecrham are
becoming increasingly jararoide.kerely
walking up te the pepi iter fence and
examining the patcled up heles produces
a babbling of walkie-talicies and taiing
snapshots in front of the barbed wire
results in the arrivel of = vanload of
police.The feelins amoun~ the women
liowever becomes increasinly hich,

This is the result of two

separate treaches of security aurin; the
last week,

On One night two women broke into the
base and spent about 3} hours inside it,
.Tp begin with they dived to the ground
whenever they saw anyone but they soon
realized that no-oie was payi: g any
attention.They painted some of the runway
red and then wandered around until,they
saidythey found themselves by the silos,
They were cold and tired so tliey sat down
for a while nwut still nobady noticed thenm
and,as they were gettins tored,they knocked
on the back deor of a RAF van and asked to
be taken out.They were charzed with
crimiral damares,

On another night four women
managed Lo occupy on- of the watch=towers
inside the perimiter Tence,They painted it
red and sang wnd danced in it.They were
removed and marched ocu: of tie gate
withiout bein:s clar.-ed.The next morning the
paint had been washed offeChviously the
best way to deal with a Lreack in at a
top=security vase is to piretend it didnt
happen.

RAMADEAL

If you find yourself waiting for a taxi at the station
longer than you're used to, this could be because all
Reading taxis have been instructed by the Council to
Stop at the rank outside the Ramada Hotel after every
trip within the Borough and wait until someone from
Ramada books them or some other taxi turns up. The aim
is that guests of Reading's newest hotel-shall never
have to wait for a taxi: as most of them have cars
anyway the effect is that taxi drivers are losing
money (and other taxi passengers losing out) while
they wait around for a fare that never comes.

BUPROFIT

The 'Oxford Mail' has revealed that the Oxford Region
Health Authority is negotiating a deal with private
health insurer BUPA by which BUPA will build a hospital
for heart patients on land next to John Radcliffe
Hospital (land owened by the Health Authority) and
the NHS will be able to buy places in that hospital
for NHS patients. As well of course as allowing its
consultants to work in the private hospital and provi-
ding that private hospital with laboratory and other
services at standard rates fixed by the DHSS which are
far below cost(like a fiver to do any mmber of tests
on a blood sample). There are 60 empty beds in the
John Radcliffe, and the unions reckon it would be a lot
cheaper to fill them (by employing extra staff in the
NHS) than buy beds outside. Such is democracy, though,
that the deal won't come to the Authority until the
details have been agreed by the officers!

Citizen Cain



S {on 12 e
Znarchists Recular meeting, For venue contact
Sox 19 Acorn bookshpp

Support reeded for Mike Dickinson arrested at
'Stop the City'. Guildhall ragistrates Court.
10am= lore info and request for a 1ift from
mize, 3527459

~ducation Ctherwise: 10.30-%,C0. Christmas
cooikirng and cards. it hoae of Anne Stephens,

2 Jarwick Rd, Reading, Please brinz own equipment,
zaterial, ideas. ilso please “ring own lunch.

cand (gen Day: 9-12,3C at St Harys Centre.
Soukstall, letter writing tables, food ani drink,
leeting sho.pers and talking to them. Ixhibitions
on Zivil Defence, ledical Capaizn a-ains% luclear
+eapons. Cpportunities to talk %o peorle.

s Sat 17

e Tues 13 R S e e |

The Jireat Lunchtime Debate: 1,20-2.00. Free.
Vachell Room, the Iexagon. 2ring own lunch.

-

Sal'C meeting: 8pm. Frieads meeting house, Church
Street, 'JDealing with Cruise'. Discusuion Trours
to do with perscnal f2elings and direct actionm,
etc, etc.

e Jed 14 :
FEU affinity Sroup meeting, for High Jycombe,
Above 'Readin: ‘holefoods' {same door) at 7.3C

“ast leading CID, 4 Talford avenue, Spm

friends of the larth. Festive Teast. 27 Instow
74, arley, from £-3pm. Contri’ution: welcome.
Flease bock. ilore details from 372240

Reading Birth Centre l'eeting, For time and more
details, tel 534131,

v

CALL IT

LEEP

ta

Do you ever feel that we are all the
victims of a gigantic confidence trick?
Do you suspect that even the most basic
elements of our daily lives are being
manipulated and poisoned?

If so, you could find this movie very
illuminating - or on the other hand it
might leave you even more confused.

USA 42 mins.

Bulmershe College of Higher Education
Video viewing room (near Porters Lodge)
WEDNESDAY 14th DECEMBER

12:45pm
8.00pm

Lunchtime showing
Evening showing

FREE

mmmem Thurs 15
Childrens Christmas Farty at the .jomen's Zentre
at 12, rlease bring focd and drink and one childs
toy (as a present)
Tow to use a video camera, 12.00-2.C0. Last in
& series on communication. At the centre for the
Jobfree, :ast st

=mmm Sun 18

e Prl 15 T

Surviving Unemployment, 10,00=11.30. A chance to
air your views and talk about personal problems
a8 a result of being out of work.

Vegans Festive Meal. 3 course meal for £3.75,
George 3treet Community Centre. Bring your own
drinks. For any spare seats, please ring Katherine
lonbiot on Rotherfield Greys 42k

Jomens Tentre Social: 3.00-1.0C.
records and a botille

Spm

‘ring your own

Carol Singing in aid of War on Jant, Meet at
7.00pm. at Ramada Hotel bar(Beauclerc) (whoops!)
Flease bring candles in jam jars.

Vegan 3ociety carol singing in aid of Animal
Rights. Meet at 6.30pm. to start at 7,00pm. at
1, Crrin Close, Tilehurst.

Action against Cruise (west region action) at
Bath and Corsham - sgite for central govt. war-
time d% and Nuclear bunker, Tor further details
ring Christine on Chard (04606) 61319 daytime
or Faylin on Bath 313563 evenings,

Berks., Bucks., Oxon. Naturalist's Trust Xmas
sale in United Reformed Church 10.00am, - 4, 00pm,
(3road itreet),

Labour Party Christmas Fayre in Cxford Road
Methodist Church Mall from 11.00am. onwards,

Cyclist's Touring Club 50 mile round trip over the
hills to Boar's Lill near Oxford, Meet on Henley
Bridge, lenley-on-Thames 9.15am. With John Hutton.

Are you orsanised for the High Jycombe day of
action? If not :- meeting for those who are in
interested in Joining an affinity group and
have not already done so at Fairview Community
Centre (bottom of George 3t.) 2,00pm.To discuss
transport ; plan of campaign etc. Tel. 373117
for details (Andrew).

FLEASY NCTE - If you need accomnodation for
tonight (Sun) in High /ycombe, please phone
Lynnette (06285) 25169

Nonviolent protest in London. Meet at 2.00pm.
outside Ministry of Defence, “hitehall. Zmbrace
the MoD in a peaceful, symbolic action. This
will be followed by a vigil through the night.
(Jarm clothes, blankets, nonviolence needed)

mmmmlon 19 i

3

A3

3lockade of MoD .hitehall 7.00am, - 3.00pm,

Hi dycombe Day of Action

1. Assemble between 6.00am, and 6.30am. at Rye
Park for a blockade of USAF Daws Hill lasting
from 7.00am. - 11.00am, Cffers of help to

Paul Rdg. 479042,

2. Assemble in Rye Park at 11.30am. for a solemm
procession around the town of High i/ycombe IN
COMPLETE SILENCE dressed in black or very dark
clothes., Tnds at Rye Park at 12030pm, ish,



EVENTS CONTINVED...

o jeds & S =)
3, Travel to Naphill for 2,00pm. to plant suitable wWomen's Centre first of the month meeting to
trees on and around excavated waste at the bunker discuss putting together a women's magazine.
site.

Teace Pledge Union meeting at 19, George oSto,
teading (near Central swimming pool) at 7.30pnie
Tel. dge. 599995.

Pl-:ase bring :- friends, warm clothes, energy,
suitable footwear, food, transport if you caneee.

Cable TV 3eminar = "Social Imlications". 7.30pme

in the cinema at South Jill Park, e

Jomen's Institute mini-market at 3t. Mary's
Centre, Chain 3t. 3talls of handicrafts, fruit,
vegetables, flowers, plants, cakes etc. From
9,.CCam. to 1.C0pme

University Public Lecture
Christmas Holiday Lecture at 3.00pm. "Christmas
and the 3jreat .estern Railway". Prof. A. G.

Atkins - £
Red iaz copy deadline and editorial
mmmmTues ZO— meetinge Spm. Acorn Joukshcpe ihone
Reading Fealth Jatch meeting at 6,00pm. Centre 66G6°1 with offers of typing,‘.

for the Unemployed.

= 3at 7

m=aveds 21 s SoletiaGe (Jave iaste And Gain) charity paper
Lakenheath USAF Base = Fast starts. For further collection from 3.3Cam, to 12.3Cpm. Skips are
details contact 01-806-4615. at Luperkey (leadway), Palmer Park, St. Martin's
Precinct, lNorthumberland Ave., Qecreatlon Rd.,
= Thurs. 22 o= e o sssss s e Gte Knolly's Streete
Social at Jomen's Centre to raise funds for the ‘ 0y ip
women's conference in March. From 9.00am till #ed Rag pasting-up. ihone L6581
1,00pm. 3ring a bottle and records. if you want to have a gc, and to

Planning meeting for conference at 8,00pm, fimil out svenuesy

Sq“ \ k\”‘,“ Xed Rag foldin; and lahelliin:.
Phone 6665651 if you'ad like to
izl ologit \s<

help.

e ) R S e T e e e T T
"Wictims of Crime = who cares?' talk by Helen
Reeves, hational Officer from the lational
association of Vietims oupport Schemes. 8.00pm.
at -hiteknights.

m—amw évr*hcwwns :“! e Tues 10

Zcology Farty public meeting - Launching a

n campaign for real democracy. 8.COpm. at St. lary's
Centre.
AWrs 21T 9-lau, :

s eds 11

! Jdomen as .orkers talks continue. Resigning sur-
qu .Ike OM{% 'L veys and related problems. MNow to be held in the

women's Centre, 3Sasement of Cld shire Hall,

» Abbey sStreet. Creche and help with lifts, 75p
S"\V\q 6*‘{& per session. Tel. Linda 61831
qvgl MUs, Ame 595539
Ust< . or $6.00 for course of eight . 7.30pm.? (phone

for details.)

Birth Centre lieeting - please telephone Electra

Wostea onlY. on 584191,
&= Sun 25 Lecture Series - 3t..James's,-Piccadily 6.30pm.
"Cpen Day at the Jalvation Army Centres' This series will examine how the public may
For all those who would otherwise spend most effectively influence Jestminster and
Christmas day alone. +hitehall : the role of the media and advert-
ising : legitimate means of persuasion in demo-
mmms 21 Dec to 1 Jan so—s—"m—"s s "5"w0-"— cracy. Peter Fiddick (TV columnist for the
Fast continues at Lakenheath outside UsAF Guardian) and 'The Media Gets the Message' to
Lakenheath Nucle.r Air Base begin the series, Entrance donation : £1/50p.
January
Sun 1 — The Jomen's Centre will be closed on Christmas
Vegans regular monthly meetings begin again at Lve and for the week after Christmas. If any
home of ILiz and steve shiner = 1, Crrin Close women want to use the centre they are welcome
Tilehurst at 2,00pm. Tel. 21651, to do so. The key will be at the Zarly
If you are interested, support and enthusiasm Learning Centre.

are needed to 1ift flagging spirits (no offence
meant to vegans already active - just to en-
courage the rest of us!)

EmmmmSUn 1 to Frd 5 o ——————
Jalk from Lakenheath to Sizewell leaving from
Maids Cross Hill. Walking approx. 10 miles per
day rain or shine. Please phone in advance :-
01-306-4615 or 0638-716556. 4
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q 2 IR 4 e'g‘?bﬂpzuf ( i) Red Rag, Reading's Only Newspaper, hasn’t sold a copy in
ar R Comine f"'f -t : four years. It's produced and printed by a nebulous collec-
H’D"Uu' +wel ahte ~ sessiong m'ﬁuniﬁ:\m tive. It has no connection with any political party or line

h L‘&N:,S

Tle wberlomd R4. S or with the University either. It depends entirely on don-
’d’H'fM'\& + Knpwl e‘“? fi . ations from its readers - that’s one reason why it’s a bit
K ks N Ulﬂ g thin sometimes. Another reason for that is that it largely
Womgns M = OFWV\Q‘HWS Twes 1030-2-00 depends on its readers for news and articles. There are
‘ Wed 10-20- Q60 maybe 4,000 readers (allowing three per copy). Its aim is

Sor n.oo- .00 to encourage people to take control of their own lives. Or

FREE Jeghs T =t gP\Mg something. If you’d 1ike to help with the next issue,
uﬁ%‘; S MMﬁ P eeymuﬁu? 1 T“" Please ring 666681,

RM’\Q Cizuq gu)ﬂtl'\bw v’\V\g 5‘1726‘} M‘\A)QQM/ Money is short as ever, but we're tryir.lb‘
@110 “Tiase +Wa~l AR . to clear our overdraft of 3100 by selling
d £ : kd the ultimate in Red .lag marketing concepts,
YW‘R‘WM’S - sk Rﬂﬂ.dl\ %qu l S‘*ITMMI the & page, hishly colourful, very right-on
e duirdy oF Compleny Tuwkiod eWM1 Sor- Han- P™ Red Rag 1984 calendar. If you'd rather donate
Swh (CMA/T'\'VI FCUPU (_6142,(:{10\&) Sk\f;sayw money, send cheques to Red Rag, c¢,/0 Acorn
N

kew
A"J’C V 7 C 3 3 ing order
- Fa je S Moy preondy, Bookshop, Box 17, 17 Chatham 3t. 3tanding or
%Mﬂ'wt EA,lC,‘hK'\mA{J §¥ ?‘30—;2‘300%1 [g—ga}- forms always welcome; and there are collection

5114' e . tins in many of the outlets, Thanks.
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i0d bif Womarig  Red Rag copy showlol awvive at Aeovn before the
cftmm—'nic S+ Ms mub; e m A HyBulls  ediforial megting on the vaso\wy priov v Rag
i, aim: A—li . Ui pvoduction. If~you can type, 1t is very helpful
athong

"

Guomps: Teact Plodge umin : 1f you type in cluming no morethan [2.cm wide
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Sanddangy, Ve music. oo ¢ Dinton Pastures
0

eSS

Country Park
-9 :

‘ Dinton Pastures Country Park is an area of 230
acres, half of which consists of lakes. The
main aim of the park is to provide quiet and in-

c’ formal recreation i.e. walking, picnicking and

the study of natural history. Coarse fishing
‘ takes place on the 24 acre Jhite Swan Lake which
has been stocked with crucian carp, tench, roach,
. pike etc. Day tickets for fishing can be ob-
tained from the Country Park staff at the water's
edge, or season permits from the Park Centre.
' The 75 acre Black Swan Lake is the largest lake
and is used for non-motor water sport.
. The northern end of the park has been designated

T e 0 & o

‘ ° 45 0° 4 ) o
o ) )
. 2 l Decem‘)er ) 5 A hide has been imstalled to give good views
° of the birds on the lake without disturbing
o 8-12ish at the Crown

a wildlife area, and on Sandford Lake, work has
successfully been carried out to improve these
islands as breeding areas,

’ The park is situated in the Valley of the River
men S-ht'_ee'- Logdo;l between Reading and okingham. I person=
ally feel its well worth a visit - don't forget
Cer\dOF London Road) \ \—eS" ‘ your wellies, its muddy there this time of year.
o ) If you would like to help or need more inform-
ation, ring Twyford 342016.
‘ 5 K.3. It's free and has a small tea and conserv-

A ° bar exh’”sioy,, L HAng fo00 &
A” W.el Come 75 Na ed uV\N“ ,ed ation display room near the entrance.
TSR T

Karen



Tis LINZ THAT 3RCFZ= THE JARRINGTON PICKST

On tuesday 29th Nov the largest and most
violent of the pickets of the messenger newa-
papers at warrington took place= about 10
people went from Readinggincluding some students,
We arrived at 10,30 to find tension mounting with
the p&lice stopping an ambulance coming through
for one of the NGA organisers with heart trouble,
and only giving way after an hour.At this stage
the police were in a defensive position,lines 3 or
4 deep forming three sides of a rectangle between
the buildins of the plant and enclosing a large
barran area of concrete,The front line of this
police cordon was under pressure from the pickets
and broke temporarily,trapping people in the square
behind the ;olicey,some managed to get out by posing
as press,others were grabbed and thrown out,
Confidence was high as more demonstrators kept
arriving and only about 600/78) were in evidence.

Then reinforcements started coming in tor the
boys in olueyin squads of about 70= nobody tried to
stop themo.At 12,30 the real agro started as the poli
ce attacked the NGA loudspeaker van and picked off
the people in the crowd with megaphones.Then the
front line baton charged the crowd,using massive
violence to force it back a few dozen yards.People
were stunned dy this tactic and wandered around just
not believing what was happening.Another line of
reinforcements tried to pass through the crowd,which
this time reacted and formed a wall in front of the
copsypanicking them into retreating.At the front line
the police again slammed into the crowd & pushed far
forward,capturing a hill & forcing everyone into the
roado.Ambulances started arriving (contrary to the
report in the dailies,I didnt sde a single injured
copybut saw dozens of pickets carried away). The
pressure on the line increased,with people on the
outside trying (unsuccesfully) to force the line back
and regain ground & the people in the miBdle severly
crushed.Along with many others I beat a hasty exit at
this point.From the other side of the road the
position looked like a full blooded civil war,with
about 2000 cops facing 3000 demonstrators.Several more
charges were made and people fled away from the lines
in sgheer terror.Several pickets were beaten up in
full view and stones flew in response.Trunchions were
now being used regzularly & the riot squads made their
appearence,visors downeAt about 3.00,0one hour before
the van containing the newspapers was due out the police
came at the crowd again,trying to outflank the line
which was a little depleted and thinner as people had
already started leaving.The cops formed into a wedge
and went atraight inot the crowd,split it and charged
again,turning the picket into a wild chaotic rampage .
Once they had got us away from the path of the van they
came at us again,using a landrover to cause panic (
someone from Reading was nearly run over at this point).
The violence rapidly egcalated,with fires being
started and a barricade erected across the road,this
was quickly cleared by the riot squad,and the v
eventually came out ummolested at 4,30.It was at this
time that a lot of people were arrected,people
standing around waiting for coaches back were pounced on
if they did anything,peopde sitting in the road were

any organisation on our side.lhis had little ertect
Liowever,most of the actions of the crowd were
spontanious and collective= people didnt need to be
told what to do,they used their commen sense.

What was I,a pacifist anarchist,doing demonst-
rating for the reinstatement of workers who earn
£200=£300 a week? Nothing,if that was all that it
was about,but the picket involved wider issuesj and
turned into a protest against the irrational and
oppressive tory laws & at the appaling behaviour of
the police.Yes there was violence,but this was
almost completely irtiated by the police,the picket
was mostly unable to do more than passively resiste
what violence was used merely provoked yet greater
reaction & made things worse= I came. away more
firmly convienced of its uselesea ess.

P.A,

High Wycombe
Action

Tigh Wycombe Action = Tecember 19th.

Expose High #ycombe : come along to a meeting to arrange
affinity group(s) to travel to Wycoumbe as part of the
Southern Region day of action.

we'll be at the BANC meeting in Friends Meeting House,
off Lordon St. on Tuesday 13th. Dec. and at 7, London
Rd. (above Reading wholefoods) on Wednesday 14th. Tec.
Both at 8ish.

If you can't make either of these get togethers but
want to be a part of the action, ring Andrew on 373117
who is arranging a splinter group.

The last planning meeting for this action is on Vonday
12th. December in Oxford. It will be to sort out final
details and co-ordinstion. If you want to go rlease
ring Paul (479042} or 3ridge (374532, for details. Do
you ride a push/motorbike? Are you free on Lec 1Yth.?
We need volunteers for messenger services at iycombe.
Also needed are vans/mini-buses, spades, stewards,
help in legal office (a couple of hours).

If you can help in any way on or before the uay, please
ring Paul or Bridge,or Campaign Atom (Oxford CNLC) on
Oxford 726441 .

Further info. on all aspects of the action is available
from the above numbers or Acorn Bookshop. There are
badges at Acorn tool

¥
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kicked or picked up and dropped onto the concrete.
Gradually things calmed down,and by 5.,00am when we
left,most of the picket had disappeared.

S0 what went wrong? Basically the police were
better orsanised and much more brutal than anyone
expected,they used organised terror tactics to keep
the initive .all the way through the battle,at the
end herding the crowd like sheep.One of their first
acts was to knock out the NGA loudspeaker van and




Bracknell Womens
memm Action m—

Bracknell 9'5 Group

Following the recent violent rape in a 3racknell
multi-storey car park, a petition is being taken to
the Bracknell District and Téwn Council from the
women of Bracknell demandins that closed circuit

TV be installed in all multi-storey car parks;
street mnd car park lighting is improved; frequent
day and evening bus services are provided and free
women's defence classes (day and evening with creche
facilities) are provided.

The Council meeting is on Thursday 15 Dec, fast-
hampstead ilouse, opposite the [odice Station.

Women are meetini- at $.30pm on the roof of Bentalls
car park, where the rape hajypened, to march to the
Council Cffices.

Only one person is allowed to address the council
but support is needed both on the march and inside
the meeting where we may be able to put questions
in writing. For further details, contact Gill

on Bracknell 5539h.

LET TER m——

Dear Red Rag
The women's movement article in the last issue
should have been titled Reading “Jhite
Heterosexual ‘omen's Movement. What about the gay
women's group, Sahara Asian Women's Centre,
Uprising Black wWomen's Group? As usual, lesbians
and black women are ignored by the predominately
white straight women's movement. So come on
sisters, wake up to your own racism and heterosexism.
It's no good whining about the way men have written
history to exclude women and then doing it your=-
selves,

Lynn Killmister
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What Carruthers! Haven't you sent in your
standing order to Red Rag yet?
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Stop press

STOP PRESS... STOP PRESSecsee

Update on Heseltine

The & demonstrators arrested at the Hes-
eltine visit were released on friday
evening,2 were charged for threatening
behaviourj,another for obstruction of the
police (the one mentioned on the cover
who objected to the treatment of the 4th
person,who was charged with behaviour
likely to cause a breach of the peace)
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, so-called civilised industrial countries.

I have got this real hang up about my feet. Well it's
not the feet themselves really, it's what I put on
them.

I've been wearing leather shoes as long as I can
remember. Since being converted to veggie-ism quite
a while ago leather has really bothered me. I'm not
a vegan. I've got a hunch that being a vegan is right
- it's just that I haven't got that far yet. At the
moment I'm prepared, with misgivings, to use stuff
taken from a living animal. But there is a difference
in degree between that and using stuff like cowpeel
taken from the body of an animal which has been killed
as part of the process of exploitation.

So what are you thinking now that you have read this
far? "Silly chump why doesn't he wear sneakers or
spads and stop boring the rest of us'" or something
like that I expect. But here we get into a whole new
realm of problems.

About the only useable alternative materials to
leather are canvas, rubber, plastic. synthetic fibre
and cotton either alone or in various combinations.
Let's take plastic and synthetic fibre first. When-
ever you buy any of this sort of stuff you are giving
financial support to the world-wide petro-chemical
industry. You are indirectly assisting in the rape of
the earth and the pollution of the soil, sea and air.
So it's not a very nice thing to do is it.

Now think about canvas, rubber and cotton (canvas
is probably made of cotton - I dunno - and it doesn't
really matter). The point here is that all this stuff
i= grown in the Third World (that's the poor countries
~ Britain is counted as a rich one). And nearly all
of it is grown on land occupied by multi-national
corporations. In many cases this land was used by the
people living there to grow food for themselves before
the corporations stole, bought, or otherwise grabbed
it. Whether it was or not - that is the use to which

it should be put now. . ”

#ﬁj You may be thinking that the people in the:poor

countries need to grow cash crops for export in order
to buy all the products they so badly need from the
Well if you
think that, I think you are wrong. The peasants who
do the work needed to grow the cash crops are generally
paid abysmal wages (particularly the women - groan,
groan) and would most likely be much better off if
they were allowed to carry on using their land to grow
the crops they need to feed themselves and their fam-
ilies. On top of this they would be able, as most of
“hem did before the colonisers, missionaries and

| multi-nationals moved in, grow a surplus with which

"* they could do a bit of local trading to enable them to

ga_
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buy the odd things they need that don't grow out of
the ground.

And what about the foreign exchange that the cash
crop system generates? Do the peasants benefit from
that? Do they hell. The foreign exchange is carved
up between the Third World governments, landlords,
other powerful elites and the multi-national corp-
orations themselves. This enables the former to get
the armaments they need to control their own people
(""defence' is a secondary consideration) and the
status symbols and luxuries which the ruling elites
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want such as (completely unnecessary) aeroplanes for
the (completely unnecessary) national airline,
limousines, prestige industrial plants, etc. And the
mgltinationals, who can switch funds between countries
virtually at will, make a profit which enables them to
continually increase the scope and scale of their
exploitative activities.

So getting back to feet now, I hope I have explained

why I am not too keen on putting canvas and rubber and
all that stuff on my feet.
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A middle-aged vegan I know figured all this out
years, probably decades, ago. She hardly ever wears

shoes. Even in freezing winter weather she walks
about barefoot. Her feet look hard and solid and
reliable. Not being an absolutist foot idealist, she

does wear shoes out of doors on the few
year when it is both wet and very cold. But she feels
very uncomfortable in shoes. Maybe she has come as
close to a perfect answer to the problem as anyone in
this climate can.

But what can the rest of us, who haven't got feet

like hers, do about it? I know. We could form a
special community action group to deal with the prob-
lem. We could call it the Foot Working Party - FWP.
If it became riven with ideological differences we
could split into a Left Foot Club and a Right Foot
Club. Any anarchist members would be allowed the
freedom to refer to it as the Left Club Foot, etc.
We could go on a march. We could stage a stand up
protest. We could vote with our feet (well perhaps
not). We could issue a monthly newsletter and call
it Foot Notes (ho ho hee hee ha ha).

So come on fellow foot freaks. Let's go for it.

Aw heck T forgot to mention socks.

Bruno

“SMALL ADS

The Treasurer has be=n treasurinr Red Rar's vast
funds for over two years now. wWould anyone else
like to taxe it over? It involves paying in any
donations to the Co-op bank, and payin- the bills
for printing, etc. Because of the bankinghours,
it's much easier if you have time in the day

to get into town. Apart from that it's a doddle.
Thone 666324 for details.

Janted

Ultra violet / sun ray lamp, any size.

phone 666324

uddly ginger & white tomcat seeks good,
loving home owing to expansion of family.
Call after 5 p.m. any evening at
69 Cranbury Rd., Reading.

Ilggnted

Vaccuum cleaner, any shape or size.

one 665324

uble room to rent
Shered house in l'urley has room to let from
early January. Vegetarians preferred and a caring
sharing community outlook is essential. Rent is
£17.50 each per week plus bills. Ring Pangbourne
4532,
ccomodation offered for one woman in a
communal house very close to Cemetery Junction,
to share with 1 other woman, 2 men and a cat.
Preferably vegetarian, preferably non-smoker.,
Sense of humout a good idea. Rent £14 pw plus bills,
OK for signing on. Cah move in from gbout Dec
21. Ring 666681

'Birthright ilandhooks = £1,00
Full of information about different types of
birth. Fhone Zlectra on 65643 if you'd like one.

days in the

IFREE: two wardrobes. Ring 666581

'Christmas Zamper for Greenham Common women.
Donations please to /omen's Centre before 22nd.
Decembers,

The camp also urgently need toothpaste, tooth=
brushes, sanitary towels etc. Please take these
along to the ‘Jomen's Centre as welle.

& =
B %=

-~



Peace Fledge Union

we last met in Caversham on Wednesday 7th, December and
@ad a lively meeting, talking about a variety of peace
issues, These were leafletting, letter writing and
"stickering" to €Xpress our concern about the sale of
nar Toys, 5

‘e also talked about rutting on a benefit gig on 4th.

Feb., to raise money towards a Peace Bducation Van which

will be touring the country in 1984 to commemorate the
30th., anniversary of the

PFU, Carol singi i
iycombe (Dec. 19th.) were e ot
those elsewhere thig issue,

Our next meeting will be on Weds, 4th. Jamuary at 19,
G?orge St., Reading (near the Central Swimming Fool),
Ring Yeronique on 599995 for details,

Peace Fledge Union - Box 10, Acorn Bockshop,
17, Chatham Street, Reading, ‘

“

Personal

But there isn't anything 'personal' in the Rag.

3ood stuff on housing, and health, and where to go
to enjoy yourself, and croose missyles. But nothing
about - argh! - relationships, daily life - being a
heterosexual feminist - being an anti-sexist man -
living with kids - living without kids - being tired
all thetime - being alcne - never being alone -

and not in Californian mellow-speak or Islington
trendyisms, but right here in Reading. Now, If
you've read certain magazines, notably Feace News
and some women's omes, or the new Women's Fress book
'Sex and Love', you may have an idea of what I mean.
And those who've done consciousness-raising or co-
counselling may find it all very obvious. But listen:
what takes up an awful lot of energy andattention
for many of us is our 'personal life', at least as
much as our activism or work, or lack of.And one

of the obstacles to trying to live differently is

& sense of isolation, whether that's to do with
non-possessive relationships, or 2>cological
lifestyles. No one does it, or at least 'mot in
Reading",

in the Raz as part of the strugrle to change our
lives. The personal is (still, yet) political. Is
there anyone out there? L

These feelings and needs could at least be reflected 9

also discussed, but more about

RE ’Y WoRRIED

You neednt be with the new 1984

xmas hits

GRARD HON-COMPETITIVE SEASONAL JOY COMPETITION

Help compose a collective, alternative carol
and vin undying fame, or something

Traditionally Christmas has twelve days, the
last and therefore twelfth of which is January
6th, Epiphany in the Christian calendar or
Festival of Foels in the English one, am
occasion for World-turned-upeide-down revelry
in the servants quarters and other enviroms
populated by real people,

So as to observe tradition im a fittingly

‘other' manner, readers are invited to submit
suitable (or otherwise) verses for a carol,

The Twelve Days of Marxmas, Acormmas, R

cr anythingelsemas, vhich might well be performed
at the next VeggieDinimg soiree, vhioh fortuitously
falls on Twelfth Night, January 6th. Alternative
versions of other vell-known carols also velcome,
No prises (or possibly all prizes, depending) but
think of the kudos!

Bontributions to Dave, Flat 2, 43 Russell Street
or c/e Acorn by Jamary lst, please,

Carcl Singi :

If you're interested in carol singing for War on Want ,
come to The Griffin (by Caversham 3ridge) at 7rm. on
Sunday 1/ th. December, or to the 3eauclerc 3ar of the
Pamada Hotel at 7pm. on Friday 16th. Jecember for an
evening of fun and alternative lyrics!

Ring Faul - 479042 for more info.

There is a display by War on Want in Acorn Bookshop at
the moment with details of local activities.

ABouUT 1984°

Red Rag calendar brighten up
Your year!!

AVAILABLE FROM ACORN 0R PHONE 666324
ALL PROCEEDS T0 RED RAG
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INDEX THU I5
HEX: Hexagon Queens Wa lk 5YI5YI
TARGET: by Tesco's at tne Buttis
585887,
IUDOE ARMS: Greyfriers Rd.
. CARIBBEAN CLUB: top of London St FRI I6
51312,
INI: University (Students Uniom
Wnitelmignts Campus unless otner—
wvise stated) 80222,
RFT: Reading Pilm Theatre Palmer
Building Uni Site.
HORSE & BARGE: Duke St.
South Hill Parik: Near A322 Bagshot
RD Bracimell(arte centre) 9I 27272,
ANGIE'S: Milton Rd Wokingham 7899I2.
5 £
HON I2 Hex: Xmas Moods in Music 7.30 L “,Z
DEC £2.50/3.50,
Uni: Imagination 8-2 £4.50
Nvlwtmk.o Xmas Ball & prooably
sold out anyway). =
The Mill,Sonning: Mrs Cole's
Music Hell 8pm £I0.90-I2.90
3Ist £I9.50,t0 3Ist.
SHP: Citizens Band 2.30 £2 +
conc.
Apollo Oxford: Wayne Sleep
T30 £3.50=9 to ITtn. 3
Playhouse Oxford: The Selfish SUN I8
Shellfish I0.30am + 2pm £2.7H
sa t mat at 2.30 to IT7th.
Central Studio Cliddesden Rd
Basingstoke: Save Our Santa 7.30
mats on I2+I3th at 2pm £2+conc
to I5th.
TUE I3 Bni Great Hall London Rd sites
Reading University Orchestra
7.30 &2, ,
Tudor Arms: Gay Disco 8ish free.
Target: Crying Shame 8ish free.
SHP: 7.30 Educating Rita £2+ conc
! to I8th. MO I9

WED I4

Hexs Bpfdy D). 3089F0/4 .50
Horse & Barge: Folk Club Xmas
Party 8.I5 £3%.68

Target: 8ish £I,
Angies: mﬂwwmmmmpﬁw m..wm £1/2.
Caribbean Club: Serious Drink-
ing 4+ support 8-=I2 £2,

Tudor Arms: Gay Disco Bish free.
Target: Octel 77 8ish free disco
SHP: Bpm Park Opera/Thames Voices
£2.250

9pm Michael Chapman £2.50 £2,.75

cn Q&c 3
IIpm Lenny Bruce Performance Pilm
£2 4+ conc also on IT7th.

ie's: Killerhertz 8-I2 £I/2.
Hbx: Whittaker's Patent Rexmedy
12.I5 pm free.

The Griffin Church Rd Cavershams
Crusheen 8,30-12 £1.50 folk, :

Caribbean: Hot Steal B=late £2
members Wbﬂwoc.

Target: Hard Read 8ish 50p.
Central Swimming Pool Battle St:
International Synchroswim Pestival
6.45 £7 also on I8th at 2.45. 5
SHP: Bpam Virgin City Blues Band
£I.50 folk,

Angie's: Laverne Brown 8-I2 £I/2.
Borse & Barge: Spredtnick's Xmas
wﬁQGHDH O.HW hHoWO.

Target: Uppertone Disco 8ish 50p
Silks Thatcham: Jackie Lynton Bana
+ Burma 4+ After Dark Tpm £2 £2.50
on door,.

SHP: I2-=5 Christmas Sponsored
Party free.

I2.I5 The Big Catch + shorts +
serial 80p.

Angie's: Juvessence 8-I2 £I/2,
Apollo Oxf ord: Robert Plant 7.30
hhlma

SHP: Beastmaster 2.30 £2 + conc.

TUE 20 Tudor Arms: Gay Disco 8ish free.
Target: Doglouse 8ish free.
SHP: 2pm Beastmaster £2 + conc
to 24th.
7-30 King of Comedy £2 + conc to
23rd.
T-45 A Night In Araby £2.
24th (theatre).
8pm Bananas & Pyjemas silver
collection(music + readings).
8pm Don Rendell + Lennie Best
Quartet £2.40.
21 Playhouse Oxford: Table Manners
Tod5 £4.50 sat 4 + 8pm £2.50 + 5
26th 3pm mat to I4th Jan.
Target: Against the Grain II 8ish
£I.
ie's: Shooting the Rapids 8=12
&1/2,
Caribbean: Heights 8-~late £27? :
Tudor Arms: Gay Disco 8ish free.
Target: Tracer Roadshow 8ish free
ie's: The Mike Khan Band 8-late
£I/2.
Hex: Meaddin £3,50/4.50 to I14th Jan
different times, so check.
Caribbean: Disco 8-12 £I.
Target: Octel 778ish free (disco).
Angies: The Vetoas 8-12 £1/2.
Christmas Presents. )
Caribbesn: Hurricane Force 8-late £7
Tarxet: Jason Paul Roadshow 8ish fre
SHP: Cinderella 3 + 7Tpm £I.70 kids
£2.20 adulte to 2Ist.
+ Yyou compiler’s birthday.
Target: Geneva 8isn 50p.
SHP: Wargames 7.30 £2 + conc.
Playhouse Oxford: The Runaway Train
2,30 sat 10.30am £2.50 to 7th Jan.
28 SHP: Wargames 2 + 7.30 £2 + conc
to uHﬂﬁ-
THU 29 Target: After Dark 8ish £I,
FRI 30 Tudor Arms: Gay Disco 8ish free.
Target: Octel 77 B8ish free.
ie's: Sam Mitchell Band B8-late

50 to

WED

THU 22

FRI

23

__wz__

SUN
YiON

25
26

TUE 27

WED

&£1/2.

SAT 3I Caribbean: Hot Steel 8-late
BOWO-hWOD door,
Terget: Chester Roadshow B8ish
50p fancy dress.
SHP: Sing in the New Year 8pm
£I.50 folk, -
Angie's: Fancy Dress Party with
bandTba 3-late £2.50/3.50 tickets
in advance only,

Sun I SHP: Superman III 2 & 7pm £2 + conc
JAN to Tth,
Target: Tracer Roadshow Bish free.
HMON 2 Target: Glib Thicket Bish £I.
TUE 3 Tudor Arms: Gay Disco 8ish free.
WED 4 UWoodley Playhouse Headley Rd: The
Plotters of Cabbage Patch 7.45 £7
also on II= I4th.
THU 5 Target: Larry Miller 8ish &£I.
Pr 88 Theatre The Mount: A
Christmas Carol 7.45 mat on 7 + I4th
at 2.30als0, mat only on 8th £I.80 +
conc to I4th,
FRI 6 Target: Octel 77 8ish free.

ield Players Theatre Whitle
Wood Lane: Rumpelstiltakin 7.45 mats
on Fri at 2.30,satat 6.30 £? to Tth.
SAT 7 Target: Smokey Joe 8ish 50p.

SUN 8 Target: Chester Rosdshow 8ish free.

0f course there are many more things on
tnan shown here but very few of the venues
seem to know their running order further
than 2 weeks in advance. Therefore check
the place before going.

tigts for i 8 Benefit.
Movita + Alan Clayson + The Anonymice
Horse & Barge Duke St 8pm £I.20
Unfortunately the note left at Acorn gave
no date so keep your eyes peeled.
Reminder;Red Rag Social at The Crown on
tne I5th we need your momey so be there.

8pm Sammy Rimington Band £2.75.
RFT: Veronika Voss 8pm £I.60 +
conc (Fassbinder), 3




